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Preface 


At  some  period  during  the  lifetime  of  every  individual  several  questions 
arise.  Who  am  I?  Who  were  my  forefathers?  What  types  of  persons  were 
they?  What  were  some  of  the  interesting  facts  concerning  their  families? 

Where  did  they  live  and  under  what  conditions?  What  type  of  work  did  they  do? 

How  did  these  factors  influence  their  characters  and  through  inheritance  determine 
my  own  personality? 

Answers  to  all  of  these  questions  would  be  a  rich  heritage  for  anyone, 
as  many  interesting  experiences  have  occurred  in  the  lives  of  the  members 
of  every  family,  who  have  passed  on.  The  answers  to  these  questions,  in 
most  cases,  if  they  can  be  answered  at  all,  are  not  in  written  form.  Facts 
are  sketchy  and  have  been  handed  down  from  generation  to  generation  by 
word  of  mouth.  It  is  regrettable  that  more  written  records  have  not  been 
made  so  that  a  complete  family  history  could  be  passed  on  to  future  generations. 

The  living  have  a  tendency  to  believe  that  conditions  under  which  they  live 
are  unlike  any  other  era  of  history,  and  they  are  not  interested  in  the  past. 

Those  who  have  made  a  study  of  the  past  contend  that,  in  general,  conditions 
are  the  result  of  human  behavior,  and  over  the  years  human  behavior  has 
changed  very  little.  The  results  of  human  behavior,  however,  on  different 
families  depend  upon  the  status  of  the  family  in  the  society  of  their  day, 
and  are  influenced  by  the  areas  in  which  they  lived.  In  like  manner  our 
lives  are  affected  by  the  conditions  of  our  day. 

From  any  point  in  time  the  historian  looks  backward  and  surveys 
the  events  of  the  past,  analyzes  them,  and  endeavors  to  determine  their 
effect  on  the  conditions  of  the  present  and  attempts  to  forecast  the  future. 

Likewise  in  the  case  of  families,  the  lives  of  the  individuals  who  have  passed 
on  have  influenced  the  lives  of  the  present  generation,  and  they  in  turn  shape 
the  characters  of  their  descendents. 

Each  family  goes  far  back  into  history,  to  a  time  when  many  could 
not  even  read  or  write,  and  facts  regarding  the  family  which  were  passed 
on  were  very  meager.  Also  the  descendents  were  numerous  and  only  a  few, 
who  had  special  interest,  remembered  a  few  facts.  It  is  interesting  to  re¬ 
flect  on  the  number  of  descendents  a  single  individual  who  lived  three  hundred 
years  ago  might  have. 
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Research  into  a  family  history  is  an  interesting  experience  although 
the  gathering  of  facts  is  a  slow  process.  By  going  back,  as  far  as  possible, 
in  the  history  of  the  eight  families  of  the  great-grandparents  of  the  children  of 
a  family,  many  facts  can  be  gathered  that  otherwise  would  be  lost  to  those  who 
follow.  Therefore  the  objective  of  this  genealogy  study  is  to  gather  information 
regarding  the  eight  families  and  facts  concerning  the  great-grandparents  of 
John  and  Carol  Stiefel  for  whom  this  history  is  being  written.  The  conditions 
existing  in  the  days  when  these  ancestors  lived  and  the  characteristics  of 
the  individuals  have  resulted  in  a  blend  of  racial  and  family  traits  that  make 
for  distinct  personalities.  This  composite  determines  to  a  large  degree  "Who 
'We  Are.  " 

The  material  for  these  histories  has  been  collected  from  many  sources, 
and  thanks  are  expressed  to  those  who  have  contributed  data  and  those  who 
have  passed  on  verbal  information  which  has,  in  many  cases,  been  verified. 

Following  the  discovery  of  America  by  Columbus,  the  people  of  Europe, 
under  the  then  existing  conditions  of  government,  longed  for  a  better  life. 

They  took  a  keen  interest  in  this  new  world  when  they  learned  of  it.  Stories 
regarding  its  opportunities  were  heard  with  amazement.  The  desire  to  move 
to  the  new  country  was  passed  on  to  their  children,  and  it  was  finally  realized 
by  some  of  their  descendents.  The  way  was  often  difficult,  and  many  hard¬ 
ships  were  experienced  before  their  dreams  were  realized. 

Each  of  the  eight  families  in  which  we  are  interested  lived  at  one  time 
in  Europe  or  the  British  Isles.  They  lived  under  various  types  of  conditions 
and  laws  and  spoke  different  languages.  One  or  more  of  each  family  left 
their  homes  and  loved  ones  and  crossed  an  ocean  never  to  return  to  the  scenes 
of  their  childhood  and  their  relatives.  It  is  therefore  not  strange  that  facts 
regarding  their  past  are  meager. 

Eventually  the  descendents  of  these  eight  families  made  their  homes  in 
the  central  part  of  the  United  States.  The  names  of  these  families  are: 
Stiefel-Scherer ;  Brokaw -Turner ;  Jones-Jones;  and  Roberts -Pierce.  The 
following  diagram  shows  the  individuals  of  these  families  whose  descendents 
through  marriage  established  the  family  which  became  the  parents  of  John  and 
Carol  Stiefel. 
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The  great-grandparents  are: 

Godfrey  otiefel 
Talitha  ocher er 
Daniel  P.  Brokaw 
Caroline  Turner 
John  W.  Jones 
Elizabeth  Jones 
Evan  R.  Roberts 
Mary  Pierce 

Ira  B.  Stiefel  and  Helen  Jones  Stiefel  have  considered  it  a  privilege  to 
have  had  the  opportunity  to  gather  information  concerning  these  families  and 
the  eight  persons  listed  above. 
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Paternal  Genealogy 


The  original  male  members  of  the  four  families  on  the  paternal  side  of 
this  history  came  to  America  at  different  times  over  a  period  of  approximately 
150  years.  Two  of  them  were  married  at  the  time  and  brought  their  families 
with  them.  The  first  family  was  French,  and  the  formation  of  the  family  took 
place  while  the  male  member  was  in  exile  from  his  native  land  of  France.  The 
other  family  was  from  England  and  came  during  that  period  when  many  families 
were  migrating  to  other  lands.  The  male  members  of  the  other  two  families 
came  from  Germany  as  single  men,  approximately  80  years  apart--one  before 
the  Revolutionary  War  and  the  other  before  the  Civil  War. 

Two  of  the  families  were  well  established  in  their  adopted  land  during 
Colonial  Days,  and  members  of  their  families  took  an  active  part  in  the 
Colonies*  fight  for  freedom.  The  family  from  England  came  over  following 
the  W ar  of  1812,  The  representative  of  the  fourth  family  came  from  Germany 
during  the  period  around  1830  when  many  Germans  were  coming  to  America. 

It  is  of  interest  that  two  of  the  male  members  of  these  families  were 
born  either  just  before  or  following  two  important  peace  treaties  ending  wars 
in  Europe.  The  first  one  was  the  Treaty  of  Westphalia  ending  the  30  year 
Religious  War,  and  the  other  was  the  Treaty  of  Luneville  ending  the  war 
Napoleon  waged  against  Austria  and  Germany.  The  experiences  of  their 
parents  during  those  troubled  days  may  have  had  an  influence  on  their  sons' 
decisions  to  come  to  America. 

These  four  families  have  been  in  the  United  States  a  sufficient  period  of 
time  to  inter -marry  with  other  nationalities,  and  their  descendents  are  that 
blend  of  races  that  is  so  prevalent.  Their  descendents  have  scattered  to 
different  areas  and  are  active  members  of  many  communities.  No  attempt 
has  been  made  to  gather  information  regarding  all  the  descendents  of  these 
ancestors  as  it  would  have  been  an  endless  task,  however  some  of  them  have 
been  mentioned.  An  effort  has  been  made,  however,  to  learn  as  much  as 
possible  about  these  families  before  they  came  to  America  and  the  early 
days  following  their  arrival  in  their  adopted  homeland.  Those  who  are 
interested  may  use  the  background  material  to  bring  their  own  family  record 
up  to  date. 
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Stiefel  Family 


In  the  years  following  1800  there  lived  somewhere  in  Germany  a  family 
by  the  name  of  Stiefel.  According  to  family  tradition  the  family  lived  in 
Bavaria.  Due  to  the  many  changes  within  Germany  over  the  years  the 
boundaries  of  Bavaria  have  shifted  from  time  to  time.  Around  the  year  1800 
Bavaria  included  the  Rheinland  Pfalz  known  as  the  Palatinate  and  other  areas 
outside  of  present  Bavaria. 

The  exact  location  was  thought  to  have  been  a  town  by  the  name  of 
Altdorf.  It  has  been  found  that  there  are  many  places  with  the  name  of 
Altdorf  in  Germany,  as  well  as  in  Bavaria,  The  records  of  many  of  them 
have  been  checked  for  a  record  of  this  Stiefel  family.  The  records  of  four 
towns  in  present  Bavaria  and  two  in  the  general  area  of  Heidelberg,  which 
city  was  the  seat  of  government  of  the  Palatinate  during  this  period,  were 
checked  by  visits  in  1956  or  by  mail  inquiry.  The  records  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  headquarters  in  Hamburg  and  the  Archives  in  Speyer,  one  of  the  major 
cities  of  the  old  German  Empire,  have  been  checked. 

On  a  recent  visit  to  the  National  Archives  in  Washington  it  was  found 
that  the  1880  census  record  gives  the  place  of  birth  of  Godfrey  Stiefel,  one 
of  the  sons  who  came  to  America,  as  Alfdorf,  A  check  regarding  this  town 
has  been  made,  but  no  definite  information  has  been  obtained. 

Some  knowledge  of  several  Stiefel  families  has  been  obtained.  None  of 
them,  however,  appear  to  be  closely  related  to  the  family  in  question  or  to 
each  other.  The  name  is  rather  unusual  in  Germany,  however  it  is  rather 
common  in  the  German  speaking  area  of  Switzerland,  In  the  old  city  of 
Lucerne  there  is  an  old  inn  "Guesthaus  Stiefel"  which  has  a  sign  of  a  high 
boot  with  a  spur  hanging  in  front  of  it.  The  German  word  for  a  high  boot  is 
stiefel.  The  telephone  directory  of  Zurich  contains  many  Stiefel  families, 
which  may  indicate  that  the  family  had  its  origin  there. 

The  father's  name  was  Andrew,  but  nothing  further  is  known  regarding 
him.  Based  on  the  birth  dates  of  two  of  his  sons  he  was  a  young  man,  perhaps 
unmarried,  when  the  armies  of  Napoleon  invaded  Germany  and  during  which 
time  many  hardships  were  endured  by  the  people.  Perhaps  Andrew  Stiefel 
planted  in  the  minds  of  his  children  the  desirability  of  seeking  a  better  life  in 
the  United  States. 
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From  information  available  from  the  will  of  one  of  his  sons,  George 
otiefel,  it  has  been  established  that  there  were  at  least  six  children  in  the 
family,  five  of  whom  came  to  the  United  States.  They  were: 

Godfrey  Stiefel,  born  April  7,  1805 

v 

George  Stiefel,  born  July  31,  1806 

Abram  Stiefel 

Catherine  Stiefel 

Anna  Maria  Stiefel 

Barbara  Stiefel 

It  is  assumed  that  Godfrey  and  George  came  to  the  United  States  sometime 
between  1830  and  1840,  One  date  that  has  been  passed  on  by  the  family  is  1833. 
Godfrey,  the  oldest,  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade  and  his  brother  George  a 
baker.  George  Stiefel  is  listed  in  the  Philadelphia  city  directory  of  1840. 

Godfrey,  in  whose  descendents  we  are  interested,  moved  westward  to  Illinois 
while  his  brother  George  stayed  in  Philadelphia  where  he  established  a  bakery 
and  became  a  rather  successful  business  man.  This  fact  is  indicated  by  the 
nature  of  his  will  on  record  in  Philadelphia. 

Distances  were  quite  a  barrier  in  those  early  days,  therefore  the  contacts 
between  the  brothers  were  limited.  Since  Godfrey  died  before  his  children  were 
grown,  little  was  known  about  the  family  by  them  other  than  the  fact  that 
Godfrey  had  a  brother,  George,  in  Philadelphia  and  a  brother,  Abram,  known 
as  Uncle  Abe,  who  made  his  home  with  Godfrey  in  Illinois.  From  the  will  of 
George  Stiefel  we  learned  of  the  three  sisters  of  the  family. 

Godfrey  Stiefel 

Godfrey  Stiefel,  the  oldest  of  the  family,  for  reasons  unknown  moved 
westward  from  Philadelphia,  and  from  records  we  know  he  was  in  Illinois  in 
1840,  the  same  year  his  brother  is  listed  in  the  Philadelphia  directory.  v7e  do 
not  know  whether  or  not  he  had  friends  in  Illinois  who  influenced  him  in  his 
decision  to  go  west. 

His  westward  journey  ended  near  the  town  of  Hillsboro,  Montgomery 
County.  He,  a  single  man,  evidently  liked  the  people,  as  he  stayed  among  them  and 
and  became  a  well-rknown  citizen  and  made  many  friends.  He  was  an 
especially  good  friend  of  the  family  of  Frederick  Scherer  as  he  lived  with 
them  during  his  early  days  in  Illinois. 
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It  is  known  that  he  was  in  Hillsboro  Township  in  1839,  a.s  in  that  year 
he  bought  land  from  Martin  Cress  and  his  wife.  In  the  following  year  he  bought 
adjoining  land  from  Peter  Blackwelder  and  his  wife.  He  sold  this  land  in  1843 
and  in  1845  bought  from  the  government  the  first  40  acres  of  the  Stiefel  farm 
in  South  Litchfield  Township.  In  1849  and  1850  he  acquired  from  the  Bowles 
brothers  the  remainder  of 'the  160  acres  which  finally  was  the  Stiefel  home. 

In  1850  he  bought  from  the  government  40  acres  of  timber  land  just  west  of 
the  west  branch  of  Shoal  Creek.  These  old  documents,  signed  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States  are  in  the  writer's  possession. 

He  married  Talitha  Scherer  Harkey,  a  widow,  a  daughter  of  Frederick 
Scherer,  who  lived  on  the  farm  adjoining  his  near  the  village  of  Hardinsburg, 
as  it  was  known  in  1851.  This  village  went  out  of  existence  when  the  railroads 
by-passed  it,  and  the  town  of  Litchfield  was  started  on  the  railroad.  When  the 
estate  of  his  wife's  first  husband  was  settled,  following  their  marriage,  he 
bought  the  land,  which  he  sold  a  short  time  later, 

Godfrey  and  Talitha  Stiefel  had  children  as  follows: 

George  Stiefel,  born  December  31,  1851 
Emily  Stiefel,  born  March  8,  1854 
Jacob  Stiefel,  born  July  12,  1855 
Sarah  Ida  Stiefel,  born  April  13,  1857 
Thomas  Andrew  Stiefel,  born  October  21,  1858 
Oscar  Stiefel,  born  I860  _ 

Since  Godfrey  Stiefel  is  one  of  the  great-grandparents  in  whom  we  are 
especially  interested,  additional  facts  regarding  him  will  be  given  in  a  section 
devoted  to  him  as  an  individual. 

Brothers  and  Sisters 
of 

Godfrey  Stiefel 


1 .  George  Stiefel 

As  stated,  the  children  of  Godfrey  Stiefel  knew  very  little  about  their 
Uncle  George  other  than  that  which  has  been  given  in  the  family  history  pre 
viously.  The  finding  of  the  listing  of  George  Stiefel  in  the  directory  of 
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Philadelphia  for  1840  verified  the  information  passed  on  by  his  brother's  widow 
to  her  children  that  he  was  a  baker  and  lived  in  Philadelphia.  William  Phillips, 
the  husband  of  Marion  Harkey,  a  daughter  of  a  son  of  Talitha  Stiefel  by  her 
first  husband,  checked  the  records  in  Philadelphia  and  found  his  will  of  record 
and  copied  some  of  the  interesting  facts.  This  information  led  to  a  check  of 
the  old  Lutheran  Cemetery  on  Lehigh  Avenue  near  33rd  Street  where  his 
burial  lot  is  located.  The  monument  gave  the  date  of  his  birth  and  death  and 
those  of  his  wife,  Mary  A.  Stiefel.  From  his  will  it  was  learned  that  he  had 
three  sisters,  two  of  whom  had  come  to  the  United  States.  As  far  as  it  is 
known,  George  had  one  child,  Caroline  Christine,  born  July  29,  1851,  who 
died  August  30,  1851.  Another  fact  passed  on  by  the  widow  of  Godfrey  was 
that  he  had  an  adopted  daughter,  which  was  al  so  verified  by  his  will.  Her 
name  was  Mary  Ann  Wahl,  who  may  have  been  a  daughter  of  his  sister,  Barbara 
Wahl.  George  died  September  29,  1880,  and  his  wife  died  January  22,  1887. 

Mary  Ann  Wahl  Stiefel  married  a  Mr.  McQuade.  She  is  buried  on  the 
utiefel  lot  in  the  cemetery  in  Philadelphia.  This  information  was  received 
from  the  sexton  of  the  cemetery  who  had  held  that  position  for  many  years  and 
knew  Mary  Ann  rather  well.  According  to  him  she  thought  a  lot  of  her  foster 
father  and  made  frequent  visits  to  the  cemetery  while  she  lived. 

2.  Abram  Stiefel 

Little  is  known  of  this  brother  by  the  family  of  Godfrey  other  than  that 
he  was  known  as  Uncle  Abe  and  that  he  made  his  home  with  his  brother.  He  is 
buried  on  the  Stiefel  lot  in  the  Lutheran  Cemetery  at  Litchfield,  Illinois. 

3.  Catherine  Stiefel 

All  that  is  known  of  Catherine  is  from  the  will  of  her  brother  George,  He 
names  a  sister,  Catherine  Hasenwandel  and  Jacob  Hasenwandel,  a  nephew,  was 
named  as  one  of  the  executors  of  his  will.  He  is  assumed  to  be  her  son, 

4.  Anna  Maria  Stiefel 

Anna  Maria  Schmidt  was  also  mentioned  in  the  will  of  George  Stiefel 
as  a  sister. 
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5.  Barbara  Stiefel 


Barbara  Wahl,  another  sister,  is  mentioned  in  the  will  of  George,  and 
he  remembered  her  children  living  in  America,  indicating  that  she  had  died 
or  was  living  in  Germany.  Based  on  the  name  of  the  adopted  daughter  of 
George,  as  has  been  stated,  she  may  have  been  the  daughter  of  this  sister 
Barbara. 


Thomas  Andrew  Stiefel 

The  direct  descendent  of  Godfrey  Stiefel  in  whom  we  are  interested  is 
Thomas  Andrew  Stiefel.  According  to  his  own  statement,  his  middle  name 
was  that  of  his  grandfather  Stiefel.  Thomas  was  six  years  old  when  his  father 
died,  his  brother  Jacob  was  nine,  and  his  half  brother,  William  Harkey,  was 
eighteen.  The  three  boys  took  over  the  activities  of  the  farm  for  their  mother, 
and  as  a  result,  the  schooling  of  Thomas  consisted  of  only  a  few  months  each 
winter  in  the  district  school,  known  as  Hardinsburg.  His  half  brother  William 
went  to  California  as  a  young  man  and  finally  made  his  home  in  the  Sacra¬ 
mento  Valley  near  Gridley,  California.  Thomas  and  his  brother  Jacob  then 
took  over  full  responsibilities  of  the  farm  for  their  mother.  When  Jacob 
married  it  became  the  responsibility  of  Thomas.  Later  the  married  daughter 
Sarah  and  her  husband  took  over  the  farm,  and  the  mother  lived  with  them. 
Thomas  went  to  California  and  spent  some  time  with  his  half  brother, 

William.  After  his  return  to  Illinois  he  married  Carrie  R.  Brokaw,  a 
sister  of  the  husband  of  his  sister  Sarah.  They  were  married  on  February 
22,  1888,  and  moved  to  a  rented  farm  adjoining  that  of  his  brother  Jacob 
northwest  of  Litchfield,  Illinois. 

Following  the  death  of  his  mother  he  bought  40  acres  of  land  with  house 
and  building  across  the  road  from  that  portion  of  the  farm  which  he  took  as 
his  portion  of  the  estate.  He  remodeled  the  house,  added  to  the  barn,  and 
made  other  improvements.  It  is  still  known  as  the  Thomas  Stiefel  home. 

Following  the  death  of  Sarah's  husband,  his  brother  Jacob  took  over 
the  original  Stiefel  home,  and  again  the  two  brothers  and  their  families 
were  living  side  by  side.  Following  the  death  of  his  wife  in  1919  his  sister 
Sarah  made  her  home  with  him  for  a  short  time.  When  he  finally  retired, 
selling  his  home,  he  spent  some  time  again  with  his  half  brother  William 
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Harkey  in  California.  His  last  years  were  spent  in  the  home  of  his  brother's 
family  in  Litchfield,  where  he  died  in  1934.  He  and  his  wife  are  buried  in 
Elmwood  Cemetery,  Litchfield,  Illinois. 

From  the  association  with  his  brother  and  sister  after  the  death  of  his 
father  and  also  their  association  in  later  years,  they  all  developed  a  very 
deep  family  tie  that  lasted  throughout  their  lives. 

To  Thomas  and  Carrie  Stiefel  was  born  one  son,  Ira  Brokaw  Stiefel, 
born  August  17,  1889. 


Brothers  and  Sisters 
of 

Thomas  A.  Stiefel 


1.  Daniel  Cornelius  Harkey 

Born  January  15,  1838  -  Died  February  5,  1874 
Married  Maggie  Winhold  December  25,  1867 
Children: 

a.  Harry  Harkey,  born  March  4,  1869  -  Died  November  8,  1878 

b.  Marion  Harkey  Phillips,  born  September  26,  1870 

c.  William  Lee  Harkey,  born  March  30,  1872  -  Died  Sept.  26,  1873 

2.  Elizabeth  Harkey 

Born  June  6,  1842  -  Died  February  8,  1913 
Married  James  R.  Litton  September  15,  1864 

She  made  her  home  the  latter  years  of  her  life  in  Larimore,  North 
Dakota.  The  writer  well  remembers  a  trip  to  her  home  with  his  parents 
when  a  small  boy.  Especially  interesting  was  the  change  of  trains  in  Chicago, 
the  large  wheat  fields  of  Dakota,  the  hunting  of  prairie-chickens,  and  the 
dinner  served  by  Aunt  Lizzie  following  the  hunt. 

Children: 

a.  Edward  Litton,  born  June  15,  1865.  He  has  children  but  where 
they  live  is  not  known. 

3.  William  L.  Harkey 

Born  October  9,  1846 

Married  Ollie  Burnham  March  23,  1893 
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Children: 

a.  Alpha  Harkey  Blydenburgh,  born  January  29,  1894 

b.  Walter  L.  Harkey,  born  1899  or  1900 

Alpha,  Mr.  A.  H.  Blydenburgh,  lives  in  San  Francisco  and  has 

been  visited  in  her  home  on  two  trips  to  California, 

Walter  lives  on  the  Harkey  ranch  near  Gridley,  California,  where 
Thomas  A.  Stiefel  visited  after  he  retired  from  his  farm  in  Illinois 
before  the  death  of  William  L.  Harkey. 

4.  George  Stiefel 

Born  December  3,  1851  -  Died  September  26,  1853 

5.  Emily  Stiefel 

Born  March  8,  1854  -  Died  September  10,  1854 

6.  Jacob  Stiefel 

Born  July  12,  1855 

Married  Anna  Grubbs,  October  19,  1881.  Anna  Grubbs  was  born 
January  21,  1853  -  died  July  3,  1890. 

Children: 

a.  Infant  -  born  August  18,  1882  -  died  December  17,  1885 

b.  Myra  F.  -  born  September  19,  1884  -  died  July,  1955 

c.  Clara  Elsie  -  born  January  7,  1887 

d.  Ralph  G.  -  born  January  3,  1889 

Married  Elinor  Ostermueller  March  9,  1937 
1.  Carol  Faye  Stiefel  -  born  January  31,  1938 
Jacob  Stiefel  married  Martha  Clement  January  12,  1897. 

7.  Sarah  Ida  Stiefel 

Born  April  13,  1857  -  Died  January  23,  1939 
Married  Isaac  Brokaw  March  2,  1876 
Children: 

a.  Alma  Brokaw  Swengel  -  born  May  20,  1877 

b.  Essie  Brokaw  Barnett  -  born  August  13,  1878 
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c.  Anna  Brokaw  Pyfer  -  born  February  17,  1880 

d.  Harry  T.  Brokaw,  -  born  September  13,  1883 

e.  Byron  S.  Brokaw  -  born  August  29,  1885 

f.  Leone  Lita  Brokaw  -  born  January  7,  1891 

g.  Omer  L.  Brokaw  -  born  August  27,  1893 

8.  Oscar  Stiefel 

Born  I860  -  Died  in  infancy 

Ira  Brokaw  Stiefel 

Ira  B.  Stiefel  was  born  August  17,  1889  on  a  farm  northwest  of  Litchfield, 
Illinois.  He  attended,  with  his  cousins,  the  district  country  school  known  as 
the  Lake  Erie  School.  Well  does  the  writer  remember  his  school  days  at 
this  school  and  his  early  teachers.  When  the  family  moved  back  to  the  vicinity 
of  the  old  Stiefel  home,  he  attended  the  Hardinsburg  School  which  his  father 
attended  as  a  boy.  Starting  with  the  seventh  grade,  he  attended  the  city 
schools  of  Litchfield,  Illinois.  He  graduated  from  the  Litchfield  High  School 
in  the  class  of  1908.  In  the  fall  of  1908  he  entered  the  University  of  Illinois. 

F ollowing  his  graduation  in  1912  with  a  degree  in  Electrical  Engineering  he 
joined  the  Westinghouse  Electrical  Company  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 

On  September  10,  1919  he  married  Helen  Mary  Jones  of  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota,  They  have  made  their  home  since  that  date  in  Wilkinsburg, 
Pennsylvania.  Their  descendents  are: 

1.  John  Thomas  Stiefel  -  born  January  15,  1921 
Married  Jane  Brown  May  29,  1942 

a.  Thomas  Andrew  -  born  June  13,  1949  -  died  same  date 
Married  Evelyn  Sorg  July  2,  1953 

2.  Carol  Jane  Stiefel  -  born  May  12,  1926 
Married  Richard  L.  Swift  June  14,  1946 

a.  Kathleen  Ann  -  born  March  6,  1947 

b.  William  Douglas  -  born  July  30,  1950 

c.  Robert  Wallace  -  born  November  2,  1953 
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G  r  e  at  -G  r  andfathe  r 
Godfrey  Stiefel 


Godfrey  Stiefel  was  born  at  Altdorf,  or  Alfdorf,  Germany  on  April  7,  1805. 
Nothing  is  known  of  his  boyhood,  but  it  can  be  assumed  that  he  grew  up  in  the 
vicinity  of  his  birth.  He  learned  his  trade  as  a  blacksmith  either  in  Germany 
or  after  coming  to  America,  It  is  believed  that  he  and  his  brother  George 
came  to  the  United  5tate<s  together.  As  has  been  stated  in  the  history  of  the 
family,  it  is  believed  that  the  experience  of  the  family  with  the  French  and 
German  armies  was  the  cause  of  the  sons  coming  to  the  United  States.  It  is 
regrettable  that  facts  regarding  his  life  in  Germany  are  not  available.  Godfrey 
sometime  after  his  arrival  in  the  United  States,  assumed  to  be  Philadelphia, 
went  to  Illinois,  and  his  brother  remained  among  the  Germans  of  Philadelphia, 

As  stated,  Godfrey  was  in  Illinois  in  1839  when  he  first  bought  land  near 
Hillsboro,  Illinois.  He  bought  and  sold  several  pieces  of  land  before  he  finally 
decided  where  he  would  build  his  blacksmith  shop  and  establish  a  permanent 
home.  Some  of  the  land  he  bought  from  the  government  remained  in  the 
family  until  1957.  The  old  Stiefel  home  of  160  acres  was  located  midway 
between  the  old  stage  coach  village  of  Hardinsburg  and  the  present  city  of 
Litchfield. 

He  was  one  of  the  earliest  tradesmen  in  his  community  and  as  such 
was  made  welcome  by  his  neighbors.  A  short  distance  from  his  home  was 
the  home  of  Absolem  Lee  Harkey  and  his  wife,  the  former  Talitha  Scherer. 

She  was  the  daughter  of  Frederick  Scherer,  in  whose  home  Godfrey  lived 
when  he  first  arrived  in  the  area.  Following  the  death  of  Mr.  Harkey, 

Godfrey  married  his  widow  on  March  4,  1851.  Godfrey  was  forty-six  years 
of  age  when  he  married,  an  indication  that  he  had  a  rather  difficult  life 
since  his  birth  in  Germany,  which  will  be  verified  by  the  biographical 
sketch  which  will  follow. 

With  his  marriage  he  took  on  the  responsibilities  of  an  existing 
fa  rnily.  While  his  own  children  were  small,  their  home  was  destroyed  by 
fire.  He  was  not  discouraged,  but  went  to  the  timber  land  he  had  bought 
and  worked  long  hours  to  get  material  to  rebuild  their  home.  This  timber  is 
the  basic  structure  of  the  Stiefel  home  still  standing.  It  is  believed  that  this 
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work  and  exposure  may  have  led  to  his  final  sickness.  According  to  tradition 
he  died  of  a  throat  ailment,  perhaps  pneumonia,  brought  on  by  the  fumes  of 
his  forge  and  exposure  in  rebuilding  his  home  for  his  family.  He  died 
February  17,  1864  at  the  age  of  59  years,  after  a  married  life  of  13  years. 

Godfrey  and  Talitha  Stiefel,  although  not  charter  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  of  Litchfield,  became  members  shortly  after  its  organi¬ 
zation.  Godfrey  Stiefel  was  known  for  his  industry,  respected  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  recognized  as  a  good  neighbor,  and  as  a  result  had  many  friends.  His 
family,  however,  knew  little  regarding  his  family  as  he  was  too  busy  with  his 
own  responsibilities  to  pass  on  information  regarding  those  far  away.  They 
knew  of  his  brother  George  in  Philadelphia,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that 
he  named  his  first  son  after  his  brother.  As  has  been  stated,  it  was  not 
known  that  he  had  sisters  in  the  United  States  until  his  brother's  will  was 
located, 

Godfrey  Stiefel  is  an  example  of  an  individual  with  little  education 
other  than  a  trade,  who  left  his  native  land  and  home  and  moved  to  a  new  land 
and  a  frontier  country,  and  by  his  own  efforts,  starting  from  nothing, 
established  a  home  and  family  and  became  a  respected  citizen  with  many 
friends  in  a  short  period  of  time.  The  one  trait  he  has  passed  on  to  his 
descendents  is  the  will  to  work.  He  surely  has  had  a  part  in  determining 
"Who  We  Are.  " 

The  following  article,  written  by  one  who  knew  him  well --an  old  settler 
of  Montgomery  County,  Illinois,  is  of  interest,  as  it  gives  us  an  account  of 
Godfrey  Stiefel  written  many  years  ago. 

"The  Old  Time  Blacksmith. 

"ED  JOURNAL:  In  the  early  forties  there  came  into  our 
settlement  one  of  those  all  wood  wagons  with  butcher  block  wheels, 
drawn  by  an  ox  team  and  driven  by  what  was  called  a  'raw  dutchman'. 

The  road  he  came  over  was  a  new  one  full  of  stumps  and  muddy 
branches,  and  was  truly  a  hard  road  to  travel. 

"The  first  notice  we  had  of  the  coming  of  the  new  neighbor 
was  the  doleful  notes  produced  by  the  wagon,  which  we  named  'the 
dryland  calliope'.  The  music  it  produced  was  boisterous  enough 
but  it  was  not  rendered  in  good  English,  neither  was  the  language 
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used  by  the  driver  as  the  words  used  by  him  were,  'Oik-ya-ya'. 
His  land  lay  a  half  mile  west  of  our  farm  and  he  had  selected  the 
site  for  his  dwelling  and  the  blacksmith  shop  which  he  erected 
first,  and  went  to  work  to  hammer  out  the  money  with  which  to 
build  his  home  and  improve  the  farm,  boarding  around  among 
the  neighbors  until  his  own  home  was  finished. 

•'We  learned  that  this  new  comer  was  Godfrey  Stiefel,  who 
had  been  living  with  'Uncle  Fredrick'  Scherer,  two  miles  south¬ 
west  of  Hillsboro,  working  at  his  trade,  that  of  a  blacksmith  and 
had  endeared  himself  to  'grandmother  Scherer'  so  much  that  she 
often  wished  she  had  a  girl  to  give  'Godford'  as  she  called  him, 
for  a  wife. 

"Her  desire  was  gratified  many  years  after  she  had  passed 
away  as  he  married  the  widow  of  Lee  Harkey  who  was  one  of  her 
numerous  family  of  daughters.  From  this  union  came  Jacob, 
Thomas  and  Kittie  Stiefel  Brokaw  all  of  Litchfield. 

"Although  his  first  coming  into  our  community  was  noisy 
and  discordant  he  was  welcomed  by  his  neighbors  who  were 
ready  to  assist  him  in  any  way  they  could,  as  he  was  the  only 
mechanic  of  his  kind  near  us.  He  manufactured  the  best 
prairie  plow  we  ever  used,  and  we  believe  his  make  turned 
over  more  of  the  tough  prairie  sod  than  all  other  makes. 

"We  had  no  better  neighbor  or  friend  than  Godfrey  Stiefel 
and  his  good  wife  was  one  of  the  best  friends  of  my  life.  We 
have  started  out  to  write  of  the  easy  methods  of  doing  things 
in  old  times  in  Montgomery  county  and  to  insist  on  as  many 
of  the  old  relics  of  those  times  being  collected  and  brought  to 
the  next  old  settler's  reunion  as  could  find. 

Wm.  Bowls.  " 
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STIEFEL  FAMILY 


Scherer  Family 


In  the  period  between  the  years  of  1600  and  1650  there  lived  in  V'^estern 
Germany,  in  that  area  now  known  as  "The  Saar",  a  Scherer  family. 

Hanss  Peter  Scherer 

The  father  of  the  family  at  that  time  was  Hanss  Peter,  a  shoemaker 
by  trade,  and  they  lived  in  the  town  of  Ottweiler.  Ottweiler  was  the  seat  of 
government  of  the  House  of  Nassau.  The  date  of  birth,  marriage,  and  death 
of  Hanss  Peter  is  unknown.  However  in  a  land  description  of  1684  the  name 
of  Johannes  (Hanss)  Scherer  appears.  He  had  a  house  and  land  in  Niederlinx- 
weiler,  and  his  family  consisted  of  seven  adults  and  two  children.  Nieaerlinx- 
weiler  is  a  village  near  Ottweiler.  One  of  his  sons  was  Hanss  Georg  Scherer. 

Hanss  Georg  Scherer 

Hanss  Georg  Scherer  was  born  in  1657  and  married  Anna  Catharina  Gross 
(daughter  of  Hanns  or  Johannes  Gross,  a  tailor  of  Ottweiler)  on  September  26, 
1682.  Hanss  Georg  was  a  baker  by  trade  in  Ottweiler.  In  1684  he  had  a 
house  with  a  garden  and  two  cows  (from  tax  list).  Furthermore,  he  cultivated 
six  morgens  (a  morgen  is  about  2.  1  acres  of  land).  His  meadows  in  Ottweiler 
and  Niederlinxweiler  yielded  about  four  loads  of  hay. 

He  had  learned  the  baker's  trade,  but  as  his  following  seemed  small 
he  turned  to  other  occupations.  In  1685  he  is  shown  to  be  a  porter.  In  1707 
he  became  a  master  brick  layer. 

Hanss  and  Anna  had  at  least  two  children- -two  sons: 

1.  Johann  Nikolaus  Scherer 

2.  Johann  Theobold  Scherer 

The  family,  or  at  least  the  sons,  had  moved  from  Ottweiler  to  Ober- 
bexbach  as  the  record  of  this  village  in  1718  shows  them  as  residents  and 
members  of  the  church  in  Oberbexbach. 

Johann  Nickolaus  Scherer 

Johann  Nickolaus,  son  of  Hanss  Georg  Scherer,  was  born  in  1685  and  was 
baptized  April  18,  1685.  He  married  Maria  Catharina  Noll  from  the  village 
of  Limbach.  Limbach  is  a  village  to  the  south  of  Oberbexbach.  They  made 
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their  home  in  Oberbexbach,  and  Johann  was  active  in  the  community.  Johann 
Nickolaus  Scherer  on  October  22,  1751,  signed  a  court  order  action  concern¬ 
ing  feudal  money  of  Oberbexbach  to  the  principality  of  Nassau-Saarbrucken  as 
a  court  official.  His  wife  Maria  died  November  15,  1763,  and  Johann  died  on 
February  20,  1764.  They  had  three  children  of  whom  we  have  knowledge. 

1.  George  Theobald  Scherer  (School-master) 

2.  Daughter  (name  unknown) 

3.  Jacob  Daniel  Scherer 

Jacob  Daniel  Scherer 

Jacob  Daniel  Scherer  was  born  November  11,  1726  at  Oberbexbach.  We 
quote  from  the  church  book  of  the  Lutheran  Parish  of  Hamburg  (of  which  this 
area  was  a  part)  Volume  XII,  page  60,  year  1726. 

"Oberbettsbach,  born  November  11  to  trademaster  Johann  Nickolaus 
and  his  wife  Maria  Catharina  young  son  Jacob  Daniel  christened 
Nov.  15.  Godparents  Daniel  Kirschhock  and  Maria  Barbara 
Kir  schhock. " 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  the  family  name  Kirschhock  appears  in  the  list 
of  family  names  of  the  area  and  the  church  with  that  of  the  Scherer  family. 

It  is  apparent  that  the  middle  name  of  their  son  was  for  his  godfather.  It  will 
also  be  noted  that  the  town  in  the  quotation  is  spelled  with  a  "tts"  instead  of 
an  "x".  In  different  historical  documents  it  is  spelled  differently.  According 
to  the  history  of  the  town  it  was  known  as  Oberbetschebach  before  it  became 
known  as  Oberbexbach,  which  no  doubt  accounts  for  the  different  spellings. 

Jacob  Daniel  learned  the  tailoring  trade  in  Ottweiler,  and  the  certificate 
given  to  him  on  completion  of  his  apprenticeship  is  dated  August  31,  1751, 

The  writer  has  a  photo  copy  of  the  original  in  German.  Shortly  following  the 
completion  of  his  apprenticeship  he  decided  to  come  to  the  United  States. 

He  arrived  in  Philadelphia  on  the  ship  "Richard  and  Mary"  September  26, 

1752,  He  swore  allegiance  to  his  new  country  immediately  upon  his  arrival, 
Jacob  Daniel  married  Hannah  Sophia  Dick  on  October  7,  1755.  She 
also  had  come  to  the  United  States  from  Germany.  Where  they  lived 
immediately  after  their  marriage  is  not  known  as  no  record  has  been  found 
until  1763  when  they  appear  in  the  records  of  North  Carolina.  Their  first 
son,  John  Jacob,  was  born  in  1759,  and  some  of  the  records  state  that  it 
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is  believed  that  his  birth  was  in  the  Colony  of  Delaware,  Their  second  child 
was  born  in  North  Carolina  in  1763, 

Jacob  Daniel  died  September  26,  1795,  and  his  widow  sold  their  farm 
in  the  vicinity  of  F riedens  Church  near  Gibsonville,  North  Carolina,  in  1805, 
Widow  Scherer  from  reports  was  still  living  in  1825,  Interesting  information 
regarding  this  couple  and  their  children  is  contained  in  Volume  I  of  "The 
Scherer  Family  Genealogical  Journal"  published  in  January,  1909  by  A.  T. 
Scherer  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana, 

Being  a  tradesman  with  some  education,  he  became  a  leader  in  his 
community  and  the  Friedens  Church,  He  acted  as  school-master,  and  he  and 
his  son  Frederick  served  their  country  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  was  a 
well-respected  citizen  of  his  pioneer  community, 

Jacob  Daniel  bought  another  tract  of  land  three  miles  south  of  Gibson¬ 
ville  and  one  mile  north  of  the  Alamance  River,  This  farm  became  known  as 
the  Scherer  home.  It  was  passed  on  to  his  son  Frederick  and  then  to  his 
grandson,  the  Reverend  Jacob  Scherer,  It  remained  in  the  family  for  many  years 
Some  information  regarding  the  family  of  Jacob  Daniel  in  Germany  is 
gathered  from  a  letter  written  to  him  by  his  brother,  George  Theobald,  dated 
April  19,  1764,  a  translation  of  which  is  contained  in  Volume  I  of  A.  T, 

Scherer's  family  history.  From  this  letter  we  learn  that  an  unfriendly  feel¬ 
ing  existed  between  George  and  his  father  and  sister.  The  sister  may  have 
come  to  America  later,  which  assumption  is  based  on  letters  written  by  the 
children  of  Jacob  Daniel  in  which  reference  is  made  to  an  old  aunt  living  in 
the  home  of  one  of  the  sons.  It  can  be  assumed  that  George  and  his  family 
remained  in  the  vicinity  of  Oberbexbach,  The  records  show  that  he  had 
four  children--two  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Jacob  Daniel  and  Hannah  Sophia  Scherer  had  nine  children  as  follows: 

1.  Jacob  Scherer,  born  September  14,  1759  -  died  March  20, 

1845  in  New  Hope,  Ohio. 

2.  Catherine  Scherer  -  married  John  Jordan  -  died  in  Knox  County, 
Tennessee. 

3.  Frederick  Scherer,  born  1763  -  died  February  20,  1817.  He 
is  buried  in  Friedens  Cemetery,  Guilford  County,  North 
Carolina.  He  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
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4,  Elizabeth  Scherer,  born  June  26,  1765  -  died  1840  in  Nashville, 
Illinois,  She  married  Conrad  Goodner  in  1782  or  1783. 

5,  Christian  Scherer,  born  May  6,  1768  -  died  November  19,  1843 
near  Sommerville,  Butler  County,  Ohio, 

6,  David  Scherer  -  married  Ester  Bowman,  They  lived  near  Vienna, 
Illinois, 

7,  John  Scherer,  also  lived  in  Illinois, 

8,  Godfrey  Scherer,  single  -  died  in  1813, 

9,  Hannah  Scherer  -  married  David  Tate  -  died  near  Bentonport, 
Iowa, 


Frederick  Scherer 

Frederick,  son  of  Jacob  Daniel,  remained  in  North  Carolina  on  the 
Scherer  Farm  while  his  brothers  and  sisters  scattered  to  other  states.  The 
home  near  Gibsonville,  North  Carolina,  was  approximately  twelve  miles  east 
of  Greensboro,  Whitsett  Institute,  a  school  for  boys  which  no  longer  exists, 
was  located  on  the  property.  At  present  a  public  school  is  on  the  site  of  the 
Institute.  A  brother  of  a  friend  of  the  writer  attended  Fr  hit  sett  Institute, 

It  is  known  that  two  brothers,  Jacob  and  Daniel,  moved  to  Preble  County, 
Ohio,  and  they  have  many  descendents  in  that  area.  Other  members  of  the 
family  moved  farther  west  to  Illinois,  An  interesting  letter  written  by  his 
oldest  son,  a  minister,  is  contained  as  a  part  of  the  sketch  on  Frederick 
Scherer,  Volume  II,  Scherer  Journal.  He  married  Barbara  Smith  in  the  year 
1783  or  1784,  He  died  February  20,  1817,  at  the  age  of  54  years,  and  is 
buried  by  the  side  of  his  father  in  Friedens  Cemetery, 

Frederick  and  Barbara  Scherer  had  eleven  children  as  follows: 

1,  Jacob  Scherer,  born  February  7,  1785  -  died  March  2,  I860 
at  Columbus,  Texas. 

2,  Andrew  Scherer,  born  September  22,  1786  -  died  August  5, 

1849  at  Hillsboro,  Illinois. 

3,  Frederick  Scherer,  born  November  22,  1788  -  died  September  5, 

1858  at  Hillsboro,  Illinois. 

4,  Daniel  Scherer,  born  September  12,  1790  -  died  April  4, 
at  Mt,  Carmel,  Illinois, 
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5.  Susannah  Scherer,  accidentally  killed  as  a  child. 

6.  Barbara  Scherer  -  married  Christian  Kime. 

7.  Hannah  Sophia  Scherer,  born  April  6,  1797  -  died  July  20,  1878  - 
buried  in  Russiaville  Cemetery,  Howard  County,  Indiana. 

8.  John  Scherer,  born  in  Guilford  County,  North  Carolina  -  died  in 
Indiana. 

9.  David  Scherer,  born  January  2,  1802  -  died  November  29,  I860 
at  Butler,  Illinois. 

10.  Nancy  Scherer,  born  in  Guilford  County,  North  Carolina  - 
married  Frederick  Suits. 

11.  Eli  Scherer,  born  in  Guilford  County,  North  Carolina  -  died 
July  29,  1849  at  Hillsboro,  Illinois. 

Jacob  Scherer  became  a  minister  and  was  a  pastor  of  the  Friedens 
Church  near  Gibsonville,  North  Carolina,  for  several  years.  He  later 
moved  to  Texas  where  he  died. 

The  following  children  moved  to  Illinois  -  Andrew,  Frederick, 
Daniel,  Nancy,  David,  Eli,  and  the  children  of  Barbara  and  Christian 
Kime.  Hannah  Sophia  Scherer  and  her  husband,  John  Rivers,  and  her 
brother  John  moved  to  Indiana.  Ambrose  Scherer,  a  son  of  John, 
became  a  very  active  minister  in  Indiana.  He  founded  and  was  the  first 
minister  of  Bethel  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Cicero,  Indiana. 

His  picture  and  a  biographical  sketch  of  him  is  included  in  The  Centennial 
Booklet  of  the  Church.  His  granddaughter,  Mrs.  E.-  M.  Hicks  of  Kokomo 
Indiana,  was  met  in  Florida  in  the  winter  of  1957,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hicks 
have  been  visited  in  their  home,  and  they  have  visited  in  Wilkinsburg. 

Jacob  and  Daniel  Scherer  of  this  family  have  been  generously 
remembered  by  the  Lutheran  Church  for  their  work.  See  sketch  of 
Jacob  Scherer,  Volume  IV,  Scherer  History,  and  account  of  Daniel 
Scherer  in  manuscript  of  Volume  V,  never  published.  Reverend  Daniel 
Scherer  was  living  in  Illinois  in  1831  as  he  bought  land  from  the 
Government  in  that  year.  He  was  the  founder  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
in  Hillsboro,  Illinois. 


Frederick  Scherer  II 

Frederick  Scherer  II  was  born  November  22,  1788  at  the  Scherer  home 
in  North  Carolina.  Information  regarding  Frederick  and  his  brothers  and 
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sisters  is  contained  in  a  letter  of  his  oldest  brother,  Jacob,  written  to  his 
Uncle  and  Cousins  in  Illinois,  dated  March  8,  1814,  He  especially  spoke  of 
Daniel  who  was  studying  to  become  a  minister.  Frederick  married  Margaret 
Clapp  in  North  Carolina  in  1810.  They  had  a  family  of  sixteen  children. 

Being  a  farmer  with  a  large  family,  he  decided  to  move  to  Illinois  where 
there  was  more  space  and  where  his  brother  Daniel  was  living.  In  the  fall 
of  1833  he  and  most  of  his  family  started  for  Illinois  by  wagon  train.  They 
arrived  at  their  destination,  Hillsboro,  Illinois,  on  December  6,  1833.  In 
1834  or  183  5  he  bought  tracts  of  land  near  that  of  his  brother  Daniel,  which 
purchases  are  a  matter  of  record.  They  established  their  home,  became 
active  in  the  Lutheran  Church  his  brother  had  founded,  and  became  active 
citizens  of  the  community  and  made  a  host  of  friends.  Frederick  died  in 
1858  and  is  buried  in  Hillsboro,  Illinois. 

Talitha  Scherer 

Talitha  Scherer,  in  whom  we  are  especially  interested,  was  the  sixth 
child  of  Frederick  Scherer  and  was  born  March  22,  1818.  She  was  fifteen 
years  old  when  her  family  moved  from  North  Carolina  to  Illinois.  She 
often  told  of  the  night  when  the  family  was  camped  at  the  foot  of  the  Cumber¬ 
land  Mountains  in  the  fall  of  1833  when  the  world  witnessed  an  unusual  display 
of  falling  stars.  She,  with  her  brothers  and  sisters,  became  a  vital  part  of 
the  history  of  Montgomery  County.  See  the  history  of  the  Scherer  Family 
in  Montgomery  County  by  W.  R.  Sanders,  published  in  1945. 

She  married  Absolem  Harkey  on  December  29,  1836.  Absolem  Harkey 
was  born  July  10,  1817,  and  died  March  25,  1850.  They  lived  southwest  of 
the  present  town  of  Litchfield,  approximately  ten  miles  west  of  the  home  of 
her  parents.  Following  the  death  of  her  husband,  she  married  Godfrey 
Stiefel.  Her  children  are  covered  under  the  Stiefel  history. 

Brothers  and  Sisters 
of 

Talitha  Scherer 


There  were  sixteen  children  in  the  family  and  most  of  them  married 
and  had  large  families,  establishing  in  the  area  a  very  large  relationship. 


-24- 


Therefore,  facts  regarding  her  brothers  and  sisters  will  be  limited.  Addi¬ 
tional  facts  can  be  obtained  from  the  Scherer  histories  prepared  by  others. 

1.  Nellie  Scherer 

Born  October  16,  1811  -  died  September  13,  1854  -  buried  Lutheran 
Cemetery,  Litchfield,  Illinois. 

Married  John  Waggoner  -  1833 
Married  Peter  Blackwelder  -  1837 

2.  Sarah  Scherer 

Born  January  12,  1813  -  died  February  17,  1901  -  buried  Lutheran 
Cemetery,  Litchfield,  Illinois. 

Married  Martin  Cress  -  September  4,  1834 

3.  Bernhard  (Barnhart)  Scherer 

Born  February  11,  1814  -  died  in  1826  -  buried  in  North  Carolina. 

4.  Daniel  Scherer 

Born  September  7,  1815  -  died  August  31,  1844. 

Married  Cynthia  Ann  Brown  -  March  24,  1844 

5.  Joanna  Scherer 

Born  November  13,  1816  -  died  January  31,  1876  -  buried  Lutheran 
Cemetery,  Litchfield,  Illinois. 

Married  Alfred  Blackwelder  -  April  19,  1837. 

6.  Jacob  Scherer 

Born  April  7,  1819  -  died  April  12,  1880. 

Married  Cathrine  Etter  -  November  18,  1843. 

7 .  Ralph  Scherer 

Born  September  9,  1820  -  died  April  17,  1898. 

Married  Eliza  Brown  -  April  27,  1843. 
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Frederick  Riley  Scherer 


Born  February  22,  1822  -  died  September  11,  1889. 

Married  Lillie  Huffman  -  May  2  5,  1851, 

Note:  An  interesting  letter  written  September  11,  1847  to  Frederick  by 
Lillie  Huffman  was  found  between  the  logs  of  the  old  Scherer  home 
when  it  was  torn  down.  It  is  part  of  the  additional  data  on  die 
Scherer  family. 

9,  David  Scherer 

Born  October  13,  1823  -  died  in  infancy. 


10.  Simeon  Scherer 

Born  February  19,  1825  -  died  January,  1857. 

Married  Elizabeth  Blackwood  -  April  12,  1849. 

1 1 .  Peggy  Ann  Scherer 

Born  June  23,  1826  -  died  in  infancy. 

12.  James  Smith  Scherer  _ 

Born  September  23,  1827  -  died  July  17,  1846. 

13.  Polly  Minerva  Scherer 

Born  May  13,  1829  -  died  May  28,  1900  -  buried  Elmwood  Cemetery, 
Litchfield,  Illinois. 

Married  Samuel  A.  Paden  -  March  23,  1850. 

14.  Mary  Emily  Scherer 

Born  March  8,  1813  -  died  December  2,  1903  -  buried  Bost  Hill  Cemetery, 
Fillmore,  Illinois. 

Married  Alfred  Barringer  -  April  1,  1852. 

15.  Judy  Caroline  Scherer 

Born  December  27,  1832  -  died  July  1,  1913  -  buried  Lutheran  Cemetery, 
Litchfield,  Illinois. 

Married  John  S.  Walcher  -  December  5,  1854, 
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Families  of  this  group  were  charter  members  of  the  Lutheran  and  Presby 
terian  Churches  of  Litchfield,  Illinois.  Asa  result  of  this  family  association, 
the  two  churches  occupied  the  same  church  building  for  many  years  during  the 
early  years  of  their  existence, 

Descendents  of  this  family  are  so  numerous  that  no  effort  has  been  made 
to  record  them.  They  are  in  general  covered  in  the  Scherer  Family  History 
in  Montgomery  County  by  Mr.  Sanders. 
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Great-Grandmother 
Talitha  Scherer  Stiefel 


Talitha  Scherer,  born  March  22,  1818,  in  North  Carolina,  came  to  Illinois 
with  her  parents  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  She  died  November  26,  1895,  and 
is  buried  on  the  Stiefel  lot  in  the  Lutheran  Cemetery,  Litchfield,  Illinois.  She 
was  a  sturdy  individual- -a  typical  example  of  pioneer  womanhood.  She  was 
twice  married  and  widowed  for  the  second  time  at  the  age  of  46  years.  Follow - 
^^8  death  of  her  second  husband,  Godfrey  Stiefel,  she  had  the  task  of  rear¬ 
ing  her  family  during  the  hard  pioneer  days  of  the  middle  west.  She  saw  her 
family  grown,  married,  and  in  homes  of  their  own. 

Asa  girl  she  grew  up  and  lived  in  a  religious  atmosphere,  as  her  father 
was  an  active  church  leader,  and  two  of  her  uncle  s  were  ministers,  as  well 
as  one  of  her  brothers.  Their  home  was  an  open  house  to  all  Lutheran 
ministers  who  came  to  Hillsboro,  Illinois.  They  often  enjoyed  dinners  of 
southern  fried  chicken  as  a  mark  of  hospitality  in  the  Scherer  home.  Her 
youngest  sister,  Judy,  often  told  the  story  of  how  when  the  family  would  return 
from  church  on  Sunday,  one  old  rooster  would  flap  his  wings  and  run  -  as  much 
as  to  say,  "Here  comes  another  preacher." 

She  knew  Godfrey  Stiefel  when  her  first  husband  lived,  as  it  was  in  her 
father's  home  that  Godfrey  lived  when  he  first  came  into  the  community. 

From  the  history  of  the  family  it  can  be  seen  that  the  family  was  large, 
friendly,  and  religious,  and  grew  with  the  expanding  United  States.  In  the 
days  when  they  lived  it  was  only  through  continued  work  that  they  were  able 
to  survive.  They  surely  were  a  sturdy  group,  and  the  life  of  Talitha  Scherer 
was  no  exception  to  the  rule.  She  thought  nothing  of  riding  a  horse  ten  miles 
in  all  kinds  of  weather  to  visit  her  parents'  home.  There  is  no  question  but 
that  she  and  her  family  played  a  part  in  determining  "Who  We  Are.  " 


-29- 


. 


Brokaw  Family 


In  the  years  following  1500,  criticism  of  the  church  developed  in  Europe, 
which  movement  later  developed  into  open  warfare.  This  criticism  was 
developed  by  Calvin  in  France  and  Luther  in  Germany.  This  movement  led 
by  Calvin  became  known  as  Calvinism  and  his  followers  in  France  became 
known  as  Huguenots. 

The  tension  between  the  Huguenots  and  members  of  the  Catholic  Church 
became  bitter  and  culminated  in  the  massacre  of  St.  Bartholmew  in  1572.  The 
Huguenots  fled  to  their  fortified  towns  and  later  formed  a  little  Republic,  and 
the  Prince  of  Conde  became  its  first  President.  Later  the  president  was 
Henry  of  Navarre,  who  became  King  of  France  in  1589  as  Henry  IV.  In  Henry 
IV  we  find  a  Protestant  King  in  a  Catholic  country.  Under  pressure  Henry  IV 
acknowledged  the  Catholic  faith,  thereby  hoping  to  end  the  conflict  between  the 
two  groups.  This  move  on  his  part  did  not  accomplish  the  desired  result. 
However,  he  did  develop  the  Edict  of  Nantes  in  1598,  which  gave  the  Huguenots 
some  religious  freedom. 

In  Germany  the  conflict  within  the  church  developed  into  the  30 -year 
Religious  War,  which  started  in  1618.  In  1624  King  Louis  XIII  selected 
Richelieu  as  Prime  Minister  of  France.  For  political  reasons  he  supported 
the  Protestants  of  Germany  and  at  the  same  time  waged  war  from  1624  to  1629 
against  the  Huguenots,  whose  political  power  was  broken  by  the  fall  of  the 
city  of  La  Rochelle  in  1628.  In  1634  a  French  army  was  sent  into  Germany, 
which  became  a  force  in  bringing  the  30-year  war  to  an  end.  Massarin 
followed  Richelieu  as  Prime  Minister  of  France  under  King  Louis  XIV, 
and  he  was  instrumental  in  the  peace  negotiations  from  1644  to  1648 
which  ended  in  the  Peace  of  Westphalia.  Although  a  form  of  co-existence 
was  developed  by  this  treaty,  tension  between  the  groups  continued  and 
many  citizens  fled.  Louis  XIV  in  1685  revoked  the  Edict  of  Nantes  and  per¬ 
secution  of  the  Huguenots  was  intensified.  During  the  period  that  followed, 
many  thousands  left  France.  These  conditions  continued  until  November  28, 
1787,  when  the  Edict  of  Toleration  was  promulgated. 

During  these  troubled  days  a  family  by  the  name  of  Broucard  lived  in 
France.  Facts  available  differ  as  to  the  exact  location.  The  Register  of 
Ancestors  of  The  Huguenot  Society  of  New  Jersey  states  that  they  lived  in 
La  Rochelle. 
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Information  gathered  by  the  writer's  Uncle  records  that  the  family  lived 
in  Bungary,  but  it  has  been  impossible  to  locate  such  a  place.  Perhaps  it  is 
a  different  spelling  of  some  present-day  town  or  area.  The  present  district 
of  Burgundy,  which  in  earlier  days  was  part  of  the  Duchy  of  Bourgogne  which 
had  its  seat  of  government  at  Dijon,  may  have  been  the  area  where  this 
family  lived  at  an  earlier  date. 

The  family  is  known  to  have  been  Huguenots,  and  this  area  was  one  of 
Huguenot  strength.  The  first  name  of  the  son  who  came  to  America  has  been 
recorded  by  some  as  Bourgogne.  The  Duke  of  Conde,  first  president  of  the 
Republic  of  the  Huguenots,  was  from  the  Duchy  of  Bourgogne.  The  Registres 
De  La  Noblesse  De  France  shows  a  Brocard  family  in  the  city  of  Dijon 
during  this  period,  members  of  which  married  into  one  of  the  families 
listed  in  this  Registre.  It  is  assumed  that  Brocard  and  Broucard  are  the 
same  family.  The  first  member  of  the  family  mentioned  was  Gabnlle 
Brocard,  who  married  Pierre  Remond  in  1558.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Gaultier  Brocard  -  Confeilter  du  Roy,  Correctiur  ordinaire  en  fa  Chambre 

des  Comptes  de  Dijon. 


Bourgon  (Bourgogne)  Broucard 

In  the  year  1645,  during  the  period  when  negotiations  were  being  held 
which  resulted  in  the  Treaty  of  Westphalia,  Bourgon  Broucard  was  born.  _ 
Bourgon  and  perhaps  other  members  of  the  family  fled  France  due  to  reli¬ 
gious  persecution.  The  "Record  of  Early  Families  of  the  United  States" 
records  Bourgon  Broucard  as  a  French  Huguenot  who  fled  from  France  to 
Holland.  The  Register  of  Ancestors  of  the  Huguenot  Society  of  New  Jersey 
says  that  when  driven  into  exile,  the  family  took  refuge  in  Manheim. 
Another  branch  of  the  family  states  that  the  family  fled  to  Frankenthal, 
which  is  near  Manheim.  H.  Minot  Pitman,  a  genealogist  who  has  written 
a  Brokaw  history,  records  that  Bourgon  was  living  in  Manheim,  Germany 
in  the  Palatinate  and  was  a  member  of  the  Walloon  Church  in  Manheim  as 
ear’  y  as  1663.  He  was  married  in  that  Church  on  December  1,  1663,  to 
Marie  du  May.  On  December  18,  1666  he  married  there  (2nd)  Catherine 
Le  Fevre  (Le  Fubure,  Le  Febre,  or  Le  Febvre)  and  moved  to  Amsterdam, 
Holland  between  June  1672  and  March  1675.  Later  that  year  or  early  in 
1676  he  came  to  New  York  City. 
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Mr.  Pitman,  from  various  records,  has  compiled  the  following  additional 
information.  There  appears  to  have  been  several  ways  to  spell  the  Le  Fevre 
family  name.  Members  of  a  De  Febvre  family  also  married  into  a  branch  of 
the  Remond  family.  Riker,  in  his  Annals  of  Newtown,  N.  Y.  1852,  page  371 
says  that  Catherine  was  probably  a  sister  of  Magdalina  Le  Febre,  wife  of 
Joost  Durie,  "a  respectable  French  Protestant,  "  who  also  came  to  America 
in  167  5.  He  was  the  ancestor  of  the  Duryea  family. 

Bourgon  Broucard  and  his  family_  settled  in  Brooklyn,  where  he  was 
assessed  in  1676  as  owning  about  11-1/2  morgens  (about  23  acres)  of  land 
and  two  cows.  The  following  year  he  was  in  Midwout  at  which  time  his  wife 
was  transferred  from  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  of  Brooklyn  to  the  French 
Church  in  Manhatten  by  certificate,  but  Mr.  Pitman  states  that  her  name  does 
not  appear  on  the  early  French  Church  Records,  In  1684  they  moved  to 
Cripplebush  in  Bushwick,  Long  Island,  where  he  bought  a  farm.  In  1688  they 
moved  to  Dutch  Kills,  now  a  part  of  Long  Island  City.  Here  in  1692  he 
bought  a  large  estate  which  he  sold  to  a  William  Post  in  1702.  This  place 
some  time  later  was  purchased  by  his  son  Isaac, 

On  May  9,  1702  he  and  his  son-in-law,  John  Converson,  bought  for  400 
pounds  English  money  of  William  Dockwra,  merchant  of  London,  two  thousand 
acres  in  Somerset  County,  New  Jersey,  at  the  junction  of  the  Raritan  and 
Millstone  Rivers,  He  and  part  of  his  family  moved  to  New  Jersey, 

In  the  vicinity  of  their  property  was  a  mill,  built  in  1700,  which  later 
was  owned  by  the  Brokaw  family.  Abraham,  the  youngest  son  of  Bourgon, 
was  a  miller,  and  his  will  states  that  he  had  a  half  interest  in  the  mill.  The 
following  identification  now  stands  along  the  road  near  the  mill: 

”The  Weston  Grist  Mill 

Built  1700,  rebuilt  1844,  repaired  1944,  Its  contents  raided 
by  the  British  troops  from  New  Brunswick  who  were  attacked 
and  driven  off  by  American  Continentals  under  General 
Dickinson  Jan.  21,  1777. 

Erected  by  Somerset  Co.  Historical  Society” 

The  Dutch  in  America  had  a  difficult  time  handling  the  French  name 
Broucard,  It  is  found  in  more  than  twenty  different  spellings.  The  Christian 
name  also  gave  the  writers  trouble,  being  found  with  many  variations.  His 
descendents  in  New  Jersey  finally  adopted  the  spelling  Brokaw,  while  those  on 
Long  Island  called  themselves  Brogaw, 
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Bourgon  and  Catherine  Broucard  reared  a  large  family.  The  oldest 
daughter  was  born  to  his  first  wife.  The  data  regarding  the  children  handed 
down  to  the  writer  does  not  give  the  same  number  of  children  as  the  history 
of  the  Brokaw  family  written  by  H.  Minot  Pitman.  Likewise  the  spelling  and 
some  of  the  dates  do  not  agree,  while  in  some  cases  there  is  agreement  on 
dates.  The  following  list  is  believed  to  be  correct. 

1.  Marie  -  baptized  Manheim  February  1,  1665. 

2.  Jeanne  -  baptized  Manheim  November  17,  1667. 

3.  Mariah  -  baptized  Manheim  April  6,  1670. 

4.  Cathline  or  Catherine  -  baptized  Manheim  June  9,  1672. 

5.  Isaac  -  baptized  Amsterdam  March  21,  1675, 

Note:  The  family  had  moved  to  Amsterdam,  where  the  first 
son  Isaac  was  born.  He  must  have  died  in  infancy,  as 
another  Isaac  was  baptized  in  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  of  Brooklyn  after  their  arrival  in  America. 

6.  Isaac  -  baptized  Brooklyn  August  6,  1676, 

7.  Jacob  -  born  about  1678. 

8.  John  -  baptized  Flatbush  November  14,  1680. 

9.  Peter  -  born  about  1682. 

10.  Abraham  -  born  about  1684, 

11.  Cathrina  -  baptized  New  York  Dutch  Church  March  14,  1686, 

It  is  believed  that  some  of  the  children  died  young,  as  no  records  re¬ 
garding  them  have  been  found.  However,  records  regarding  the  marriage  of 
three  daughters  have  been  located.  Jeanne,  married  about  1688,  Johannes 
(Hans  Thewnis)  Covert  (John  Coverson).  Marie  was  married  in  the  New  York 
Dutch  Church  on  November  14,  1694  to  Myndert  Wiltsee,  Cathrina,  the 
youngest  daughter,  married  Pieter  Hoff  about  1704, 

Isaac,  who  took  the  name  Brogaw,  married  and  remained  on  Long 
Island,  and  he  has  many  descendents.  Peter  married  and  had  four  children, 
only  one  son,  Peter,  who  evidently  died  young  as  he  is  not  mentioned  in 
his  father's  will.  John  had  nine  children  and  Abraham  had  ten;  therefore, 
all  of  the  Brokaws  are  the  descendents  of  these  two  sons  of  Bourgon. 

Published  histories  of  the  Brokaw  family  provide  a  means  for  their  descen¬ 
dents  to  check  their  lineage. 
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John  Brokaw  (Jan  Broucard) 

John  established  the  family  line  in  which  we  are  interested.  On  July  17, 
172  5  he  bought  from  Peter  Somans  3,  000  acres  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  the 
South  Branch  of  the  Raritan  River,  lying  on  both  sides  of  the  Neshanic  River 
in  Hillsborough  Township,  Somerset  County,  New  Jersey.  He  settled  near 
Millstone,  New  Jersey.  John  Brokaw  married  Sarah  Middlesworth,  and  to 
this  union  were  born  six  children. 

1.  Kateynje  Brokaw,  born  October  28,  1705. 

2.  Femmet  Je  Brokaw,  born  June  10,  1707. 

3.  Jan  (John)  Brokaw,  born  September  26,  1709. 

4.  Bourgon  Brokaw,  born  September  13,  1711. 

5.  Isaac  Brokaw,  born  May  18,  1715. 

6.  Catalent  Je  Brokaw,  born  August  22,  1717. 

John  Brokaw' s  second  marriage  was  to  Gertie  Middlesworth,  and  they  had 
children  as  follows: 

7.  Maritje  Brokaw,  born  January  21,  1721. 

8.  Isaac  Brokaw,  born  October  26,  1723,  1656823 

9.  Abraham  Brokaw,  born  April  22,  1725. 

Items  of  interest  mentioned  in  his  estate  were  8  slaves,  a  gun,  2  swords, 
a  silver  cup  and  tankard,  and  a  large  Dutch  Bible. 

Isaac  Brokaw 

Isaac  Brokaw,  of  the  second  marriage  of  John  Brokaw,  was  born 
October  26,  1723,  and  married  Antie  Vannoor strandt  in  1746.  They  had 
children  as  follows: 

1.  Sarah  Brokaw,  born  May  30,  1747. 

2.  Jane  Brokaw,  born  December  5,  1748. 

3.  Catlyn  Brokaw,  born  October  29,  1750. 

4.  Caspere  Brokaw,  born  October  9,  1752. 

5.  Jan  Brokaw,  born  January  20,  1755. 

6.  Antie  Brokaw,  born  December  21,  1756, 

Isaac  Brokaw  married  the  second  time  to  Catrenia  Van  Wagen  in  1758. 
They  had  children  as  follows: 

7.  Isaac  Brokaw,  born  October  25,  1758. 

8.  Abraham  Brokaw,  born  April  23,  1760. 
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9.  Bourgon  Brokaw,  born  November  29,  1761. 

10.  Femmetie  Brokaw,  born  October  23,  1764. 

Isaac  Brokaw 

Isaac  Brokaw,  the'first  son  of  the  'second  marriage,  born  October  25,  1Z58, 
married  Mary  Boice  and  they  had  three  children. 

1.  Abraham  I.  Brokaw,  born  October  18,  1787. 

2.  Neeltje  Brokaw,  born  1789. 

3.  Isaac  Brokaw,  born  1792, 

Abraham  I.  Brokaw 

Abraham  I.  Brokaw,  born  October  18,  1787,  married  Cornelia  Polhemous 
and  they  had  children  as  follows: 

1.  Ellen  Maria  Brokaw,  born  October  24,  1811. 

2.  Cornelia  P.  Brokaw,  born  February  11,  1813. 

3.  Catharine  Brokaw,  born  February  19,  1816, 

4.  Daniel  P.  Brokaw,  born  January  6,  1818. 

5.  Isaac  A.  Brokaw,  born  December  31,  1819. 

6.  Phoebe  Brokaw,  born  1825.  ) 

twins 

7.  Eliza  Brokaw,  born  1825,  ) 

8.  Henrietta  Brokaw,  born  August  5,  1828. 

9.  Theador  P.  Brokaw,  born  October  16,  1830. 

10.  Lousia  Brokaw,  born  1833.  ) 

twins 

11.  John  P.  Brokaw,  born  1833.) 

12.  Abraham  Brokaw,  born  July  24,  1837. 

In  the  obituary  of  their  daughter  Catharine  it  is  stated  that  she  was  born 
at  Gateville  on  a  farm  which  at  the  time  was  known  as  the  Sebring  farm. 

She  was  married  on  a  farm,  owned  by  her  father,  Abram  I.  Brokaw,  which 
in  1906  at  the  time  of  her  death  was  known  as  the  Carr  farm.  Just  where  this 
farm  is  located  is  not  known.  There  is,  however,  a  small  cemetery,  known 
as  the  Brokaw  Cemetery,  on  a  farm  off  the  Canal  Road  southwest  of  Bound 
Brock  where  Abraham  and  his  wife  Cornelia  and  their  daughter,  Ellen  Maria, 
are  buried.  This  cemetery  is  on  a  farm  which  is  a  part  of  the  original  land 
bought  by  Bourgon  Broucard. 
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Daniel  P.  Brokaw 

Daniel  P.  Brokaw,  born  January  6,  1818,  the  oldest  son  of  Abraham  I. 
and  Cornelia  Brokaw,  married  Caroline  Turner  on  April  25,  1841.  Daniel 
and  his  wife  decided  to  leave  the  family  circle  and  make  the  long  overland 
trip  to  the  new  territory  of  Illinois.  With  their  first  son,  born  February  18, 
1842,  they  made  the  journey  by  wagon  to  Pittsburgh  and  then  by  boat  to  the 
St.  Louis  area.  Since  they  are  two  of  the  great-grandparents,  a  more 
detailed  sketch  of  them  will  be  given  later.  They  had  children  as  follows: 

1.  Abraham  Brokaw,  born  February  18,  1842. 

2.  John  T.  Brokaw,  born  June  9,  1843. 

3.  Daniel  Brokaw,  born  October  22,  1844. 

4.  Cornelia  Brokaw,  born  December  16,  1846, 

5.  Isaac  Brokaw,  born  February  6,  1849. 

6.  Ellen  Brokaw,  born  October  6,  1850. 

7.  Henry  Brokaw,  born  April  11,  1852. 

8.  David  Brokaw,  born  January  27,  1854. 

9.  Gertrude  Brokaw,  born  June  26,  1857, 

10.  Anna  Brokaw,  born  February  8,  I860. 

11.  Carrie  R.  Brokaw,  born  September  20,  1862. 

The  majority  of  these  children  reached  adulthood  in  Illinois,  married, 
and  with  their  children  made  the  Holiday  gatherings  at  the  old  home  ones  to 
be  long  remembered.  They  made  lasting  impressions  upon  the  grandchildren, 
of  which  the  writer  is  one. 


Brothers  and  Sisters 
of 

Daniel  P.  Brokaw 


Distances  in  the  early  days  of  the  middle  west,  as  has  been  stated  under 
the  history  of  other  families,  made  the  keeping  of  family  ties  difficult, 

Daniel  P.  and  his  wife,  therefore,  established  a  separate  branch  of  the  Brokaw 
family  in  Illinois  with  limited  contacts  with  their  relatives  in  the  east.  How¬ 
ever,  some  contacts  were  maintained,  and  at  least  one  trip  was  made  east 
by  members  of  the  family  and  some  of  the  New  Jersey  families  visited  in 
Illinois. 
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It  is  known  that  several  of  his  brothers  and  sisters  died  as  children. 


1.  Ellen  Maria 

Ellen  Maria,  the  oldest  of  the  family,  never  married,  and  she  died 
November  7,  1868  at  the  age  of  54  years.  A  few  years  before  her  death  she 
gave  a  bible  to  her  brother  Daniel.  Embossed  in  gold  on  the  leather  cover  is 

the  following: 


Pre  sented  to 
Daniel  P.  Brokaw 
by  his  sister 
Ellen  Maria 
March  I860 


This  bible  is  in  the  possession  of  Tommy  Butler,  his  great-grandson,  of 
Taylorville,  Illinois.  From  her  will  considerable  data  regarding  the  family 
has  been  obtained. 


2.  Catharine  Brokaw 

This  sister,  two  years  older  than  Daniel  P.  and  evidently  close  to  him, 
married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Garretson  on  September  14,  1837.  She  lived 
to  be  almost  90  years  of  age.  A  copy  of  her  obituary  was  filed  by  her  niece, 
Carrie  R.  Brokaw  Stiefel  in  the  Stiefel  family  bible,  from  which  the  home 
place  of  her  father  has  been  quoted. 

3.  Isaac  Brokaw 

Isaac,  two  years  younger  than  Daniel,  stayed  in  the  Bound  Brook  area, 
and  his  home  was  located  on  the  west  side  of  the  Raritan  River  on  the  road  to 
New  Brunswick.  One  of  his  daughters  married  a  Voorhees,  and  some  of  her 
descendents  live  in  the  Bound  Brook  area.  She  and  some  of  her  family  are  the 
ones  who  visited  in  Illinois.  This  is  the  family  that  members  of  the  family 
from  Illinois  visited  on  their  trip  east.  Dr.  R,  W.  Griswold,  son  of  Gertrude 
Brokaw,  and  his  wife  became  well  acquainted  with  members  of  the  family 
during  World  War  I  while  the  doctor  was  stationed  at  Camp  Dix, 

There  are  twin  sisters  -  a  Mrs.  Copeland  -  and  Nellie  Voorhees,  who 
never  married  and  has  been  confined  to  a  wheel  chair  for  many  years.  These 
sisters  were  visited  in  Mrs.  Copeland's  home  in  Bound  Brook  a  few  years  ago. 
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In  September,  1958,  Mrs.  Cornelia  Brokaw  Copeland  Jones  and  her  family 
were  visited  and  at  that  time  Nellie  Voorhees  was  at  the  home  of  her  niece. 
Mrs,  Jones  has  in  her  home  a  writing  desk,  which  was  a  wedding  present  to 
her  great-great-grandparents,  Abraham  I.  and  Cornelia  Brokaw,  in  the 
year  1810,  made  by  a  cabinet  maker  of  Middlebush,  New  Jersey. 

4.  Henrietta  Brokaw 

Henrietta  married  H.  V.  D.  Stryker,  and  in  her  later  years  she  lived 
with  her  daughter,  Nettie  Stryker  Kellogg  in  Plainfield,  New  Jersey. 

5.  John  P,  Brokaw 

John  P. ,  a  younger  brother,  also  moved  to  Illinois.  In  a  paper 
published  at  the  100th  anniversary  of  Litchfield  a  farm,  was  described,  which 
at  one  time  was  owned  by  John  Brokaw.  One  of  his  sons,  known  as  "Jakie,  " 
was  often  spoken  of  by  his  cousin,  Carrie  R.  ,  who  was  about  the  same  age, 
John  P.  moved  from  Illinois  to  Oneida,  Kansas.  He  came  back  to  Litchfield 
for  his  second  marriage.  A  grandson,  Charles  Alfred  Brokaw,  lives  in  El 
Segunda,  California. 

From  information  furnished  to  the  Brokaw  Family  Committee,  John  P. 
had  six  children  as  follows: 

a„  Anna  Letticia 

b.  Jacob  Swan  "Jakie" 

c.  Cornelia  P, 

d.  Mary  Louisa 

e.  Charles  Eugene 

£..  Lizzie  Belle 

Carrie  Rogers  Brokaw 

Carrie,  youngest  daughter  of  Daniel  P.  and  Caroline  Brokaw,  had  the 
privilege  of  growing  up  with  a  large  family  of  brothers  and  sisters.  Asa 
result,  she  became  very  close  to  those  near  her  own  age,  which  relationship 
lasted  through  life.  Her  middle  name  is  for  the  Rogers  family  in  whose  home 
her  mother,  Caroline  Turner,  lived  before  she  was  married.  The  obituary 
of  her  Aunt  Catharine  states  that  the  officiating  clergyman  at  her  wedding 
was  Reverend  R.  K.  JRogers,  She  married  Thomas  A,  Stiefel,  a  brother  of  the 
wife  of  her  brother  Isaac.  They  were  married  on  February  22,  1888.  Her 
descendents  are  covered  under  the  Stiefel  family. 
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Brothers  and  Sisters 


of 

Carrie  R.  Brokaw 

! .  Abraham  Brokaw 

Abraham,  the  oldest  brother,  was  born  in  New  Jersey  and  grew  to  man¬ 
hood  in  Illinois.  He  served  in  the  cavalry  of  the  North  in  the  Civil  War.  He 
rode  away  to  War  on  one  of  the  horses  from  the  barn  of  his  father.  He  was 
wounded  and  carried  a  bullet  in  his  neck  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

on  December  7,  1865  he  married  Ruth  Gibbs  and  they  had  children  as 

follow  s: 

a.  Ida  J.  Brokaw,  born  April  3,  1868. 

b.  Isaac  F.  Brokaw,  born  September  28,  1871. 

c.  Edward  A.  Brokaw,  born  March  22,  1873. 

d.  Charles  H.  Brokaw,  born  April  5,  1875. 

e.  Grace  A,  Brokaw,  born  April  3,  1877. 

f.  Frank  M.  )  grojcaWj  born  May  12,  1886. 

g.  F annie  M.  ) 

He  married  a  second  time  to  Lillian  Huggins  on  December  16,  1893  and 
they  had  two  children: 

h.  Earl  Brokaw,  born  September  21,  1894, 

i.  Ophelia  Brokaw,  born  January  21,  1900. 

2.  John  T,  Brokaw 

John  T.  died  at  the  age  of  18  years  on  January  25,  1861. 

3.  Daniel  S,  Brokaw 

Daniel  S.  married  Angie  Scott  on  March  11,  1869.  They  had  seven 
children. 

a.  Charles  Brokaw,  born  1870. 

b.  Henry  Brokaw,  born  1872. 

c.  Nellie  G.  Brokaw,  born  1874. 

d.  Bella  Brokaw,  born  1876. 

e.  Carrie  Brokaw,  born  1878. 

f.  Cornelia  Brokaw,  born  1880. 

g.  Ethel  Brokaw,  born  1882, 
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4,  Cornelia  Brokaw 


Cornelia  married  a  William  Gorline  on  December  20,  1866,  and  they  had 
two  sons.  They  lived  in  Greenville,  Illinois. 

a,  Henry  Gorline 

b.  Ira  Gorline 


5.  Isaac  N,  Brokaw 

Isaac  married  Sarah  Ida  Stiefel  on  March  2,  1876.  Their  children  are 
listed  under  the  Stiefel  family. 


6.  Ellen  Brokaw 

Ellen  married  Joseph  Butler  on  December  25,  1871  and  they  had  children 
as  follows: 


a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 


g- 

h. 


Emma  E.  Butler,  born  October  9,  1872. 

Susie  E.  Butler,  born  June  3,  1875. 

Bertha  B.  Butler,  born  April  11,  1877. 

Mable  C.  Butler,  born  September  1,  1881. 

Lillian  I.  Butler,  born  March  2,  1884. 

Edward  R.  Butler  )  ,  .  , 

twins  born  September  1,  1888. 

Ethel  M.  Butler  ) 

Harry  W.  Butler,  born  October  22,  1890. 


7.  Henry  Brokaw 

Henry  died  at  the  age  of  21  on  November  20,  1873.  He  was  a  very  close 
brother  to  Carrie  R,  ,  the  youngest  sister,  and  she  was  very  much  grieved  by 
his  death. 

8.  David  Brokaw 

David  died  at  an  early  age  of  2-1/2  years  in  June,  1856. 

9.  Gertrude  Brokaw 

Gertrude  married  John  W.  Griswold,  a  descendent  of  the  old  New  England 
Griswold  family.  They  had  children  as  follows: 

a.  Bessie  Griswold,  born  May  18,  1879. 

b.  Mayme  Griswold,  born  1886  -  died  1901. 

c.  Ross  W.  Griswold,  born  1888. 
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10.  Anna  Brokaw 

Anna  married  Elmer  Meisenheimer  on  September  3,  1879,  and  shortly 
after  their  marriage  they  moved  to  Kingman,  Kansas.  They  had  children  as 

f  ollow  s: 

a.  Martha  Meisenheimer,  born  October  6,  1880. 

b.  Orrie  Elmer  Meisenheimer,  born  January  27,  1883. 

c.  Amy  Edna  Meisenheimer,  born  January  28,  1885. 

d.  Charles  Henry  Meisenheimer,  born  May  1,  1887. 

e.  Frank  Wilson  Meisenheimer,  born  July  28,  1889* 

f.  Paul  B.  Meisenheimer,  born  August  1 6,  1891. 

g.  Dwight  M.  Meisenheimer,  born  September  16,  1893. 

h.  Artie  Bell  Meisenheimer,  born  March  19,  1896. 

i.  Anna  Agnes  Meisenheimer,  born  July  31,  1898. 

j.  Ross  Elbert  Meisenheimer,  born  December  29,  1900. 

k.  Daniel  Ray  Meisenheimer,  born  July  6,  1905. 

The  sons  and  daughters  of  these  brothers  and  sisters  of  Carrie  R.  Brokaw 
are  the  second  cousins  of  John  and  Carol  Stiefel. 
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Great-grandfather 
Daniel  P.  Brokaw 


Daniel  P.  Brokaw,  born  January  6,  1818,  near  Bound  Brook,  New  Jersey, 
married  Caroline  Turner.  Following  the  birth  of  their  first  son  they  moved  to 
Illinois,  settling  near  Jerseyville,  not  far  from  Alton,  Illinois,  near  the 
junction  of  the  Illinois  River  with  the  Mississippi.  They  became  charter  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Jerseyville,  Illinois. 

In  1850  they  bought  120  acres  of  land  which  was  a  land  allotment  of  a 
Mexican  War  soldier  for  $120.00  in  Montgomery  County  southeast  of  the  village 
of  Hardinsburg.  At  this  time  it  was  inland  from  the  rivers  and  was  wild  un¬ 
developed  country.  He  developed  this  farm  into  one  of  the  best  of  the  community 
faster  and  in  a  more  progressive  way  than  his  neighbors. 

He  and  his  wife  became  charter  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Litchfield  by  transfer  of  letters  from  the  Jerseyville  Church.  The  entire 
family  became  active  members  of  this  congregation.  He  and  his  wife  were 
devout  Christians.  At  the  time  of  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  Litchfield  Church 
in  1956  many  of  their  grandchildren  and  great-grandchildren  were  members 
of  the  congregation. 

In  many  ways  Daniel  P.  Brokaw  was  an  unusual  character.  He  was  very 
quiet,  studious,  and  religious.  He  was  a  cabinet  maker  by  trade  and  made 
many  articles  that  were  in  their  early  home.  He  was  very  progressive  and 
tried  out  many  new  inventions  on  his  farm.  He  planted  one  of  the  first  hedge 
fences  for  farms  in  Illinois  and  had  a  special  machine  for  cutting  it.  The 
writer  can  remember  seeing  the  machine  working  when  he  was  a  small  boy. 

If  he  had  had  the  opportunity,  he  would  have  made  a  fine  professional  man, 
either  as  a  doctor  or  a  scientist.  Asa  hobby  he  took  up  the  study  of  homeo¬ 
pathic  medicine  and  spent  hours  with  his  Bosch  and  Lamb  microscope  that 
he  had  purchased.  It  was  an  unusual  purchase  for  a  pioneer  farmer.  His 
notebook,  in  the  possession  of  the  writer,  indicates  an  unusual  knowledge  of 
mathematics  for  one  of  his  age  and  occupation. 

Daniel  P.  Brokaw,  a  descendent  of  an  early  colonial  family,  was  a  blend 
of  many  nationalities,  and  the  result  was  a  person  with  definite  personal 
characteristics*  There  is  no  doubt  that  such  a  character  had  a  definite  part 
in  determining  "Who  We  Are.  " 
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The  following  letter  written  by  a  friend  and  published  in  1907  portrays  a 
true  picture  of  this  early  pioneer  of  Illinois. 

"Biographical  Sketches 
"Dear  Brother  Bliss:-- 

"Having  known  personally  some  of  the  pioneers  now  deceased 
of  the  south  west  part  of  Montgomery  county,  a  brief  biographical 
sketch  of  a  few  who  left  some  work  worthy  of  note  will  from  time 
to  time  be  tendered  your  paper  for  publication.  Among  those  whom 
I  remember  from  my  childhood  was  Daniel  P.  Brokaw. 

"Mr.  Brokaw  in  1842  cut  loose  from  all  his  people  near  Bound 
Brook,  New  Jersey,  then  a  slave  state,  and  in  a  two  horse  wagon 
with  his  young  wife  and  one  child,  Abraham  Brokaw,  at  the  present 
time  one  of  Montgomery's  most  worthy  citizens,  journeyed  west¬ 
ward  to  Pittsburg,  Pa.  ,  where  they  took  a  boat,  team  and  all  to 
St.  Louis.  After  a  few  years  residence  in  Jersey  county,  in  1850 
Mr.  Brokaw  bought  the  land  in  South  Litchfield  where  he  built  his 
home,  raised  a  large  family  and  where  he  died  in  1894. 

"He  was  a  cabinet  maker  by  trade,  a  knowledge  of  which 
stood  him  in  good  hand  ever  after,  as  he  built  all  the  numerous 
structures  himself,  still  occupying  the  old  place.  He  invariably 
stocked  his  own  plows,  made  his  own  harness  and  wagons,  and 
the  furniture  in  the  home. 

"In  1853  he  found  and  planted  the  first  Osage  orange  seed  in 
the  county  finally  having  some  four  miles  of  this  hedge  fence 
which  he  kept  trimmed  in  perfect  order. 

"Mr.  Brokaw  introduced  in  1856,  the  first  Chinese  sugar 
cane,  or  sorghum,  in  the  county  paying  $1  for  the  first  few  seeds 
which  he  carefully  planted  getting  in  return  a  teacup  half  full  of 
seed  from  the  first  planting.  Without  experience  or  any  criterion 
whatever  he  hewed  and  made  of  white  oak  a  rolling  machine  with 
a  sweep  turned  by  a  horse  for  expressing  the  juice  which  was 
boiled  to  syrup  in  crude  pans.  In  this  way  he  experimented  from 
year  to  year  till  a  clear  light  colored  sorghum  of  most  excellent 
quality  was  made. 
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"When  Mr.  Brokaw  came  to  South  Litchfield  it  was  believed  by 
the  settlers  there  along  the  timber  lines  that  the  flat  wet  prairie 
such  as  he  had  settled  on  would  not  raise  good  crops,  especially 
wheat.  These  earlier  settlers  plowed  their  land  by  beginning  on 
the  outside  and  going  round  the  entire  tract  to  a  finish  in  the  center 
as  the  Kentuckians,  and  North  Carolinians,  in  their  native  homes 
nad  done,  leaving  the  field  in  worse  shape  practically  for  drainage 
than  before  it  was  plowed. 

"Mr.  Brokaw  by  making  a  deep  permanent  dit  ch  leading  to 
the  nearest  natural  drainage,  then  plowing  in  small  lands  leading 
to  the  permanent  ditch  with  a  deep  open  furrow  between  each  small 
land  astonished  the  hillside  farmers  by  the  crops  he  raised  on  the 
flat  lands  of  the  western  part  of  Montgomery  county. 

"In  fact  he  was  the  pioneer  wheat  raiser  in  that  section  which 
afterwards  waved  for  miles  in  golden  grain  under  the  magic  of 
Tom  Kirkland,  Chance  Davis,  Enoch  Irwin,  Jesse  Boyd,  Norredin, 
the  Nemiers,  and  others. 

"Here  it  was  that  the  writer  when  but  15  years  old  made  'a 
hand'  binding  with  four  other  lusty  fellows  heavy  wheat  after  the 
old  seven  feet  cut,  McCormick  reaper.  At  such  times  with  the 
mercury  at  90  in  the  shade  3  minutes  rest  under  a  wheat  shock  was 
a  veritable  bonanza.  In  these  fields  it  was  likewise  first  demon¬ 
strated  in  that  locality  that  harvest  and  threshing  could  come  and 
go  without  the  accustomed  jug  or  keg  of  squirrel  whiskey,  to  be 
taken  always  'before  eating'  if  not  sooner. 

"In  the  flat  place  where  Mr.  Brokaw  built  was  also  demon¬ 
strated  the  fact  that  a  good  basement  under  a  dwelling  house  could 
be  secured.  This  he  did  by  sending  away  for  cement,  the  first  I 
ever  saw,  with  which  he  made  a  water-proof  wall  and  floor  in  the 
cellar  under  his  well  appointed  frame  dwelling,  through  which 
there  was  no  sipiage  of  water,  always  dry,  clean  and  cool.  Withal 
Mr.  Brokaw  was  no  mean  scientist,  in  fact  he  was  beyond  doubt, 
the  best  versed  man  in  microscopy  in  that  part  of  the  state  sending 
to  Europe  from  time  to  time  for  the  best  instruments  and  books. 

He  was  especially  skilled  in  the  use  of  the  triple  achromatic  lens. 
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With  this  delicate  instrument  he  devoted  much  time  to  the  study  of 
anatomy,  botany,  zoology,  minerology  and  medicine.  Few  persons, 
not  even  his  neighbors  knew  that  he  possessed  a  well  stocked  medical 
library. 

"With  his  microscope  he  could  tell  whether  a  hair  picked  up  on 
the  ground  came  from  a  cat,  dog,  rabbit,  oppossum,  horse,  cow 
or  human  being.  He  took  great  interest  studying  the  embyro  in 
plants,  and  animals;  and  of  the  relation  between  the  symptoms  of 
disease  and  deranged  organic  structure.  He  would  in  a  few  moments 
detect  any  alteration  in  flour,  starch,  sugar,  or  other  articles  of 
food.  He  would  readily  take  a  tooth  or  fragment  of  bone,  subject 
it  to  the  penetrating  power  of  one  of  his  imported  instruments  and 
tell  to  what  species  of  animal  or  bird  living  or  extinct  it  belonged. 

This  of  course  requires  the  highest  intelligence  behind  the  instrument. 

"He  placed,  or  was  the  means  of  placing  a  library  for  the  use 
of  the  pupils  and  public  in  the  Brokaw  school  house,  the  first  of  the 
kind  in  that  part  of  the  county. 

"I  knew  Da.niel  P.  Brokaw  and  his  habits  well.  He  was  slim 
of  stature,  clean  shaven,  sharp  features,  with  benevolent  eyes. 

He  was  an  ardent  friend  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  gave  three  of  his 
sons  to  the  union  army,  a  life  long  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  a  close  student  of  the  Word  of  God.  In  domestic  life 
he  was  exemplary  and  gentle. 

"I  think  Mr.  Editor  you  will  agree  that  a  better  knowledge  of 
this  silent  industrious,  unassuming,  scholarly  pioneer  citizen  of 
Montgomery  county  is  long  overdue. 

Portland,  Oregon.  C.  E.  Cline" 
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B  ROKAV7  FAMILY 


Turner  Family 


It  can  be  assumed  that  in  the  year  1300  a  Turner  family  was  living  in  or 
near  Hull,  England,  but  nothing  is  known  regarding  this  family  other  than 
they  had  a  son  John.  He  may  have  been  a  descendent  of  the  Turner  family, 
a  representative  of  which  came  over  on  the  Mayflower,  as  many  of  the 
families  represented  in  that  group  came  from  the  area  south  of  Hull.  It  is 
possible  that  John  was  related  to  the  famous  English  artist  by  the  name  of 
Turner  as  one  of  his  descendents  was  a  well-known  artist  in  America. 

John  Turner,  with  his  wife  Nancy,  brought  their  family  to  America  and 
settled  in  Quebec  a  short  distance  north  of  Champlain,  New  York  around  the 
year  1828  in  an  area  known  as  Henrysburg.  It  has  been  determined  that 
many  English  families  settled  in  this  area  as  such  family  names  as  Sterling, 
Ross,  Conroy,  Cameron,  Turner,  and  Cookman  appear  in  the  family  ancestry 
that  has  been  established.  In  the  community  of  Henrysburg  where  the  Turners 
and  Cookmans  lived  an  English  Church  was  established  and  in  its  cemetery 
several  generations  of  these  families  are  buried. 

On  the  monument  of  John  Cookman,  who  married  a  Turner,  appears  the 
following: 

Nancy  Turner 
Died  July  6,  1873 
Age  90  years 

It  is  assumed  that  Nancy  was  the  wife  of  John  Turner  and  the  mother  of 
Harriet  Turner  Cookman,  wife  of  John  Cookman.  No  record  has  been  found 
of  the  death  of  her  husband  John  Turner. 

It  is  known  that  there  were  at  least  four  children  in  the  family  of  John 
and  Nancy  Turner--two  sons  and  two  daughters  as  follows: 

1.  David  Turner 

2.  Caroline  Turner 

3.  John  Turner 

4.  Harriet  Turner 


Caroline  Turner 

Caroline  was  born  March  15,  1820  in  Hull,  England.  In  the  year  1841 
she  was  living  in  the  home  of  Reverend  R,  K,  Rogers,  a  Presbyterian  minister 
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in  Bound  Brook,  New  Jersey.  The  family  records  show  that  Reverend  Rogers 
officiated  at  marriages  of  the  Brokaw  family.  How  Caroline  came  to  be 
living  with  this  family  in  New  Jersey  has  not  been  determined.  In  1841  she 
married  Daniel  P.  Brokaw,  and  a  record  of  her  children  appears  under  the 
Brokaw  history.  She  died  in  1902. 

Brothers  and  Sisters 
of 

Caroline  Turner 

1 .  David  Turner 

David  Turner  as  a  young  man  lived  in  Kee  Seville,  Clinton  County,  New 
York.  He  became  associated  with  Anson  Allen,  a  strong  democrat  of  that 
town,  as  court  reporter  for  the  Keeseville  paper.  On  June  14,  1846  he  married 
Eliza  Jane  Cameron  and  in  1847  they  moved  to  Westport,  Essex  County,  New 
York,  where  he  published  the  Westport  Times.  Their  first  son,  Ross  Sterling 
Turner,  was  born  June  29,  1847. 

Later  the  family  moved  back  to  Keeseville,  and  they  are  recorded  in 
the  1850  census  of  Chesterfield  Township,  then  to  Rouses  Point,  and  later 
to  Elizabethtown,  New  York,  where  he  published  the  Elizabethtown  Post. 

After  selling  his  paper  and  property  he  moved  to  Burlington,  Vermont. 

In  the  fall  of  1861  the  family  moved  to  Washington,  D.C,  and  he 
became  associated  with  a  Mr.  Polkinhorn  in  the  printing  business.  In  1862 
the  family  moved  to  Alexandria,  Virginia,  purchasing  the  Daily  News  as  a 
Union  paper.  In  connection  with  the  Daily  News,  a  job  printing  office  was 
carried  on  and  a  large  amount  of  printing  was  furnished  the  Provost 
Marshall's  Office. 

From  1862  to  1867,  except  for  a  short  time,  they  lived  on  Royal  Street. 
On  May  28,  1869  President  U.  S.  Grant  appointed  David  Turner  as  Collector 
of  Customs  for  the  District  of  Alexandria,  Virginia.  The  records  in  the  court 
house  in  Alexandria  show  several  transfers  of  property  between  1865  and 
1875  in  which  David  and  his  wife  were  parties. 

In  his  later  years  he  was  active  in  newspaper  work  in  Washington, 

D.  C.  They  were  living  at  907  Virginia  Avenue,  3.  W.  when  his  wife  Eliza 
died  January  9,  1888.  He  spent  many  summers  with  his  son  Ross  and  his 
family  at  their  summer  home  at  Wilton,  New  Hampshire.  He  was  living  at 
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702  Nineteenth  Street,  N.  W .  when  he  died  at  the  age  of  81  years  on  May  14, 

1900.  He  and  his  wife  are  buried  in  the  Rock  Creek  Cemetery,  Washington, 

D.  C, 

David  and  Eliza  Turner  had  seven  children: 

a.  Ross  Sterling  -  born  June  29,  1847. 

b.  Charles  Reynolds,  born  June  30,  1850  -  died  January  16,  1863. 

c.  Mathias  Guy_-  born  July  8,  1853  -  died  January  15,  1854. 

d.  Byron  Pond  -  born  January  27,  1855. 

e.  Jasper  Curtis  -  born  June  21,  1858. 

f.  Cornelia  Melvina  -  born  August  9,  1861  -  died  October  12,  1861. 

g.  Lewis  McKenzy  -  born  March  3,  1863. 

a.  Ross  Sterling  Turner 

oince  Ross  S.  Turner  became  a  well-known  artist,  a  short 
sketch  of  his  life  and  works  is  included  in  this  Turner  history. 
When  a  boy  he  qualified  himself  as  a  mechanical  draftsman  while 
working  in  his  father's  print  shop.  He  received  his  academic 
education  at  Dickinson  Seminary,  now  Lycoming  College  at 
Williamsport,  Pennsylvania.  It  has  been  verified  that  he  was 
enrolled  there  in  1865.  In  1875  he  was  working  in  the  U,  S, 
Government  Patent  Office  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

In  the  following  year,  1876,  he  decided  to  become  an  artist. 
After  drifting  about  in  Europe  for  some  time,  he  went  to  Munich, 
Germany,  where  he  was  a  pupil  of  Frank  Currier.  After  Munich 
he  spent  some  time  in  Italy.  In  1883  he  returned  to  America  and 
settled  in  Boston, 

In  1884  he  married  Louise  Blaney,  sister  of  Dwight  Blaney, 
a  fellow  artist.  They  had  their  home  at  135  Bridge  Street, 

Salem,  and  had  a  studio  at  31  Beacon  Street,  Boston.  He  com¬ 
muted  for  many  years  between  Salem  and  Boston.  He  maintained 
a  summer  home  at  Wilton,  New  Hampshire,  where  a  big  barn 
which  he  had  converted  into  an  attractive  studio  was  the  Mecca 
in  many  summer  seasons  for  visitors  in  that  part  of  New 
Hampshire . 
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As  he  progressed  in  his  work  he  became  an  expert  in  color,  and 
he  received  a  silver  medal  for  water  colors  at  the  Pan-American 
Exposition  in  Buffalo  in  1901  and  the  Evans  prize  of  the  A.  W.C.S. 
in  1908.  In  later  years  he  became  an  instructor  at  both  the 
Massachusetts  Normal  Art  School  and  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology.  He  was  vice-president  of  the  Boston  Art  Club.  His 
painting  "The  Golden  Galleon"  appeared  as  the  frontispiece  of  the 
March  1899  issue  of  Century  Magazine.  Two  of  his  paintings- -"Dawn" 
and  "A  Garden  is  a  Sea  of  Flowers"  are  in  the  Boston  Musuem  of 
Fine  Arts. 

He  died  while  on  a  trip  to  the  Bahama  Islands  at  Nassau  in  1915, 
The  Boston  Globe  of  February  13,  1915,  at  the  time  of  death, 
carried  a  picture  of  him  and  the  article  stated  the  following: 

"Ross  S.  Turner  was  one  of  the  most  beloved  artists  in 
Greater  Boston  and  had  a  very  large  circle  of  friends.  He 
was  a  man  of  high  ideals  and  he  had  been  a  positive  influence 
in  American  Art  Life  for  more  than  30  years.  According  to 
a  friend,  he  was  a  'Charming  companion,  simple  as  a  child, 
with  the  broader  wisdom  that  declines  to  see  evil',  " 

Ross  and  Louise  Turner  had  three  children: 

1.  Sterling  Turner  -  born  August  3,  1885, 

2.  Cameron  Turner  -  born  February  22,  1893. 

3.  Ruth  Turner  -  born  November  10,  1894  -  died  August,  1898. 


2.  John  Turner 

From  a  biographical  record  of  David  Turner  we  learn  that  Caroline 
Turner  had  a  brother  John  who  was  married  Sunday,  June  15,  1850  to  Lodica 
Fulton  at  Fairfax,  Vermont.  Nothing  further  is  known  regarding  this  brother. 

3,  Harriet  Turner 

This  sister  of  Caroline  Turner  married  a  John  Cookman  and  lived  for 
several  years  on  Bogton  Road,  Henrysburg,  Quebec,  on  a  farm  on  which  her 
grandson  Alfred  Cookman  now  lives.  In  1898,  a  widow,  she  was  living  in 
Boston,  Massachusetts  with  her  daughters.  Her  daughter  Nellie  visited  her 
Aunt  Caroline  Turner  Brolcaw  and  her  family  some  time  before  1900. 
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Nellie  Cookman  appears  in  a  family  group  picture  with  her  aunt  and  some 
of  her  Illinois  cousins  and  their  children.  The  writer  appears  in  this  picture 
as  a  small  boy,  and  the  picture  is  among  the  family  pictures  in  his  possession. 

Mrs.  John  Cookman  died  March  18,  1899,  and  is  buried  on  the  Cookman 
lot  in  the  cemetery  of  the  Henrysburg  Church.  She  had  five  children  as  follows: 

a.  Loedecca  Cookman  -  born  October  1,  1854. 

b.  Watson  Cookman  -  born  May  1,  1856. 

c.  Annie  Cookman  -  born  February  17,  1861, 

d.  Fred  Cookman  -  born  December  19,  1863. 

e.  Nellie  Alice  Cookman  -  born  February  25,  1866. 

e.  Nellie  A,  Cookman 

Nellie  Cookman  married  Herman  Joseph  Racine  in  1902. 

They  lived  in  Boston  until  1948  when  they  moved  to  Beverley 
Farms,  Massachusetts.  She  died  in  1950. 

Nellie  and  Herman  Racine  had  two  children  as  follows: 

1.  Lillian  Cookman  Racine  -  born  June  28,  1903. 

2.  Earnest  H.  Racine  -  born  August  16,  1905. 

Earnest  Racine  married  Helen  Louise  Gooch  and 

their  children  are  as  follows: 

a.  Daughter  -  born  1930  -  deceased. 

b.  Phyllis  Adele  -  born  1933. 

c.  Carolen  Ann  -  born  1936. 
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Great-grandmother 
Caroline  Turner  Brokaw 


Little  is  known  of  the  early  life  of  Caroline  Turner  other  than  that  she  was 
born  in  Hull,  Lngland,  and  as  a  girl  came  to  Champlain,  New  York  with  her 
parents.  In  the  year  1841  she  was  living  in  Bound  Brook,  New  Jersey.  We  can 
assume  that  her  father  had  died,  as  her  mother  lived  with  her  sister  Harriet. 

She  must  have  had  a  spirit  of  adventure  as  she  undertook,  with  her  husband 
and  small  son,  the  long  overland  trip  to  the  middle  west.  She  was  typically 
English,  medium  height  with  a  rather  full  face  and  somewhat  heavy  set  in  the 
later  years  of  her  life.  The  writer  remembers  her  very  well  in  her  later  days. 
Many  of  her  children  resemble  her  in  stature,  others  are  rather  tall  and  slender 
like  their  father,  while  others  were  a  blend  of  the  two  parents. 

Caroline  Brokaw  had  a  pleasant  disposition  and  was  generally  cheerful  and 
outspoken  in  her  views.  She  was  an  excellent  cook,  seldom  using  a  cook  book, 
and  she  passed  on  this  art  to  her  daughters.  Her  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas 
dinners  will  always  be  remembered  by  her  grandchildren. 

She  was  a  woman  of  fine  Christian  character  and  a  good  helpmate  for  her 
husband,  who  was  entirely  different  in  personal  characteristics.  She  has  passed 
on  her  many  traits  to  her  descendents,  which  have  had  a  part  in  determining 
"Who  We  Are." 
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Part  II 

Maternal  Genealogy 


The  four  families  of  this  group  were  from  the  rugged  hills  and  valleys  of 
North  Wales.  They  all  came  to  the  United  States  in  the  period  following  the 
defeat  of  Napoleon  and  prior  to  the  American  Civil  War,  which  was  the  period 
during  which  millions  of  English  and  Welsh  migrated  to  Australia,  Canada, 
and  the  United  States.  They,  like  many  other  nationalities,  sought  communi¬ 
ties  where  other  Welsh  people  lived.  Some  of  them  had  worked  in  the  slate 
quaries  of  Wales,  and  they  sought  similar  employment  in  places  like  West 
Bangor,  Pennsylvania,  and  Fair  Haven,  Vermont.  Others  settled  in  the  Welsh 
community  south  of  Utica,  New  York,  at  Waterville,  New  York.  Others  went 
to  the  Welsh  farming  communities  of  the  pioneer  states  of  Wisconsin  and 
Minne  sota. 

Two  of  these  families  had  the  familiar  Welsh  family  name  of  Jones. 

Both  families  lived  in  the  Vale  of  Ffestioniog  in  Merionethshire.  The  origin 
of  the  name  Jones  is  of  interest.  According  to  tradition,  the  surname  "Jones,  " 
meaning  "son  of  John,  "  came  from  the  Biblical  Hebrew  Johanan  (John  in 
English)  meaning  "God  is  gracious.  "  John  expresses  the  prayer  of  thanks  for 
a  newborn  son.  The  Jones  ancestry  in  Wales  has  been  carefully  and  exactly 
traced  for  over  1000  years.  The  families  are  descended  from  Bled-dyn-ap-Cynfyn, 
King  of  Powys  in  "Wales  who  lived  in  the  mid-eleventh  century.  Genealogists 
say  that  the  family  originated  in  Denbighshire. 

The  other  two  families  -  Pierce  and  Roberts  -  came  from  the  area  around 
Llanberi s  in  Carnarvonshire.  The  children  of  these  four  families  grew  up  in 
these  different  Welsh  communities,  attended  the  Welsh  churches,  and  married 
members  of  other  Welsh  families  in  the  community.  As  the  years  went  by, 
their  descendents  married  into  families  of  other  nationalities,  and  their  descen- 
dents  became  truly  Americans  and  a  part  of  the  rapidly  developing  country. 

They  took  part  in  this  expanding  economy  and  took  advantage  of  the  opportuni¬ 
ties  it  afforded. 
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Jone  s  F amily 
T  y'nllwyn 


In  the  period  around  1800  there  lived  in  North  Wales  at  a  place  named 
Llwyngell  near  Rhiwbryfdir,  Blaenau-Ffe  stioniog,  a  John  and  Margaret  Jones. 

It  can  be  assumed  that  their  parents  before  them  resided  in  this  same  community. 
Margaret,  the  wife,  evidently  was  a  religious  woman  as  she  was  one  of  the 
first  members  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Bethania  near  Flaenau-Ffe  stioniog. 

One  of  the  sons  of  this  family,  John  W.  Jones,  in  whose  descendents  we 
are  interested,  was  born  September  6,  1802.  When  he  was  a  small  boy,  the 
family  moved  to  the  community  of  Tan-y-gri siau,  a  short  distance  from  their 
former  home.  The  home  overlooked  a  small  valley  which  provided  them  with 
some  land  for  cultivation.  Their  new  home  was  named  Ty'nllwyn,  and  in  the 
years  that  followed  it  became  the  family  identification  and  it  was  brought  to 
this  country  with  them.  The  home  established  in  southern  Minnesota  is 
still  known  as  the  Ty'nllwyn  farm. 

The  several  places  mentioned  in  Wales  are  located  in  what  is  known  as 
the  Vale  of  Ffestioniog,  a  valley  with  several  small  streams  combining  into 
one  ending  in  an  arm  of  the  Irish  Sea.  The  area  is  surrounded  by  rugged  hills 
or  small  mountains,  forming  a  rather  isolated  but  interesting  community. 

This  area  was  visited  in  1956,  and  the  house  Llwyngell  was  located  and 
visited.  Although  a  Jones  family  was  living  there,  no  relationship  could  be 
established.  The  village  of  Tan-y-gri  siau  and  the  house  Ty'nllwyn  were  also 
visited.  The  name  on  a  small  wooden  sign  mounted  by  the  side  of  the  door 
identified  the  house.  We  looked  out  over  the  valley  as  John  W.  did  years 
before  and  as  his  son,  John  J.  did  when  he  was  a  boy.  John  Jones,  the 
father,  did  not  long  enjoy  this  home  as  he  died  when  John  W.  was  a  small  boy. 

John  W.  Jone  s 

John  W.  grew  up  in  the  area  of  Tan-y-grisiau,  and  we  assume  he  took  on 
some  of  the  responsibilities  of  the  family  as  a  young  man  after  his  father's 
death,  as  he  was  not  married  until  he  was  36  years  of  age.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Jones  (Hafod-y-llyn)  on  November  21,  1838.  He  and  his  wife  and 
four  small  children  came  to  the  United  States  in  1848.  They  settled  in  an  area 
of  Wisconsin  known  as  Welsh  Prairie,  which  was  near  or  became  Cambria, 
Wisconsin. 
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The  I860  census  of  Springvale  township  of  Columbia  County,  Wisconsin, 
gives  the  following  information  regarding  the  family: 


Name 

Age 

Born 

John  Jones 

58 

Wale  s 

Elizabeth  Jones  (wife) 

46 

ii 

John 

20 

it 

Elizabeth 

18 

ii 

Hugh 

14 

ii 

Sarah 

12 

ii 

Margaret 

9 

Wisconsin 

William 

7 

it 

Elinor 

5 

ti 

His  son,  Hugh,  when  a  young  man  visited  southern  Minnesota,  and  following 
the  death  of  his  wife,  John  W.  and  his  family  moved  to  Bristol  Grove,  Minnesota, 
where  the  Ty'nllwyn  home  was  established.  He  and  his  son  Hugh  operated  the 
farm.  In  his  later  years  he  made  his  home  with  his  daughter,  Sarah,  in  whose 
home  he  died. 


Brothers  and  Sisters 
of 

John  W.  Jones 


There  were  five  small  children  in  the  family  of  John  and  Margaret  Jones 
when  the  father  died.  It  is  assumed  that  the  four  other  children  of  the  family 
grew  up  and  remained  in  Wales,  as  there  is  no  record  of  their  coming  to  the 
United  States.  The  records  in  the  town  hall  of  Blaenau-Ffe  stioniog  do  not  go 
back  to  this  period  so  no  records  could  be  found.  It  is  regretted  that  no  know¬ 
ledge  is  available  regarding  the  other  members  of  this  family. 

John  J.  Jones 

John  J.  Jones,  who  was  born  September  10,  1840,  spent  the  first  eight 
years  of  his  life  in  Wales.  He  came  with  his  parents  to  Cambria,  Wisconsin 
and  grew  to  manhood  there.  He  left  the  family  home  some  time  before  his 
marriage,  as  his  marriage  license  information  gives  his  occupation  as  merchant 
and  his  residence  as  Berlin,  Wisconsin.  Berlin  is  in  the  county  adjoining  the 
one  where  the  family  lived. 
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He  was  married  on  September  14,  1869  to  Josie  H.  Naylor,  daughter  of 
William  and  Margaret  Naylor  of  Berlin,  Wisconsin.  Josie  Naylor  Jones  died 
November  9,  1876,  age  37  years,  8  months,  and  is  buried  on  the  Naylor  lot 
in  the  Berlin,  Wisconsin  Cemetery. 

Elinor  (Nell)  Jones,  his  youngest  sister,  made  her  home  with  him  following 
the  death  of  his  wife.  This  association  established  an  unusual  understanding 
between  them  which  continued  throughout  his  life.  On  August  7,  1889  he  married 
Jane  Roberts  of  Bangor,  Wisconsin. 

At  the  time  of  his  second  marriage  he  was  established  as  a  merchant  in 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota.  Before  coming  to  Minneapolis  he  lived  in  Marquette, 
Minnesota.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage  he  had  progressed  in  his  career  as  a 
merchant  to  where  he  was  able  to  have  his  store  in  a  building  bearing  his  own 
name.  The  building  is  still  known  as  the  Jones  Building.  It  is  located  on 
F ranklin  Avenue,  a  short  distance  from  Bloomington  Avenue,  Minneapolis. 

The  following  sketch  regarding  John  J,  Jones  was  taken  from  a  "History 
of  the  Welsh  in  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin.  " 

"John  J.  Jones  -  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Jones,  was  born 
September  10,  1840  at  Ty'nllwyn  Merionethshire,  North  Wales. 

Came  with  his  parents  to  Welsh  Prairie,  Wisconsin  in  1848.  In 
I860  he  attended  school  in  Portage,  Wisconsin,  where  later  he 
entered  the  dry  goods  store  of  Mr.  Forbes  as  a  clerk.  In  1865 
he  went  to  Berlin,  Wisconsin,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  Dry 
Goods  business  with  Mr.  Forbes  for  seven  years.  From  there 
he  went  to  Marquette,  Michigan  and  was  with  Watson  and  Palmer 
for  twelve  years.  In  1884  he  came  to  Minneapolis  and  opened  a 
business  on  Franklin  Avenue  and  Twelfth  Avenue  South  with  R.  H. 

Jones  under  the  name  of  J,  J.  Jones  &  Co.  where  a  large  trade 
was  served  from  the  start.  In  order  to  have  a  building  adapted 
to  the  stock  carried,  the  Jones  Block  was  built  in  1886  on 
Franklin  and  Fourteenth  Avenue  South,  where  the  store  still 
carries  on  and  continues.  In  1891  Mr.  Jones  became  sole  owner 
and  carries  a  well- selected  stock  of  foreign  and  domestic  stock 
and  is  doing  a  good  business.  Mr.  Jones  was  brought  up  in  the 
Calvinistic  Methodist  Church  in  which  his  father,  John  Jones 
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Ty'nllwyn,  was  a  faithful  deacon  for  many  years  at  Welsh  Prairie, 
Wisconsin  and  Bristol  Grove,  Minnesota,  but  having  spent  years 
away  from  any  church,  he  became  an  active  member  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Minneapolis.  " 

John  J.  Jones  had  four  children,  one  son  by  his  first  marriage,  a  daughter 
and  two  sons  by  his  second  marriage  as  follows: 

1.  F red  Jone  s 

2.  Helen  Mary  Jones 

3.  Evan  Ezra  Jones 

4.  Infant  son 


Brothers  and  Sisters 
of 

John  J,  Jones 

1 .  Elizabeth  Jones 

Elizabeth,  named  after  her  mother  and  two  years  younger  than  John  J.  , 
married  John  Thomas.  Elizabeth  died  at  an  early  age  and  is  buried  in  the 
Bristol  Grove  Cemetery.  John  Thomas  remarried,  but  he  remained  a  lifelong 
friend  of  the  Jones  family.  He  often  spent  periods  of  time  in  his  later  life 
with  the  family  of  John  J. 

Elizabeth  and  John  Thomas  had  one  daughter, 
a.  Catherine  Thomas 

2.  Hugh  Jone  s 

Hugh,  the  second  son,  stayed  with  his  father  on  the  farm.  When  he  was 
a  young  man  he  went  on  a  trip  to  southern  Minnesota,  to  an  area  that  was 
opening  up.  While  he  was  away  his  mother  died.  Upon  his  return  he  convinced 
his  father  that  the  family  should  move  to  Minnesota.  He  and  his  father  estab¬ 
lished  the  Ty'nllwyn  home  near  Bristol  Grove  just  north  of  the  Iowa  state  line. 
The  home  was  a  large  brick  house,  the  only  one  of  its  type  in  the  area.  His 
grandsons  still  operate  the  farm  and  the  brick  house  is  still  in  use. 

Hugh  Jones  married  Margaret  Roberts  and  they  had  a  family  of  seven 
daughters  and  one  son. 
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d. 

e . 


a.  Catherine  Jones  (deceased),  married  Thomas  Johns. 

1.  Blodwen  Johns 

2.  Daniel  Johns 

b.  Elizabeth  Jones,  married  Elias  Owen. 

1.  Donald  Owen 

2.  Muriel  Owen  Bartz 

c.  Gwen  Jones  (deceased),  carried  Daniel  Roberts. 

1.  Catharine  Roberts  Vier 

2.  Kenneth  Roberts 

3.  John  H.  Roberts 

4.  Elwyn  Roberts  )  ^  . 

Twins  -  Elmer  deceased. 

5.  Elmer  Roberts  ) 

6.  Marvin  Roberts 

May  Jones  -  deceased  -  never  married. 

Ida  Jones,  married  Jerome  Michel 

1.  Winifred  Michel  Halweg 

2.  Carol  Michel  Vagts 

3.  Margaret  Michel  Larsen 
Anna  Jones  -  deceased  -  never  married. 

Edith  Jones,  married  Clarence  Groteboer. 

1.  Jean  Groteboer  Bone 

John  Jones  (deceased),  married  Gertrude  Olson. 

1.  Hugh  J.  Jones 

2.  Eunice  Jones 

3.  Ole  Jones 

4.  Margaret  Jones  Harnack 

5.  Paul  Jone  s 

6.  Betty  Jones,  deceased 

7.  Marian  Jones  Shelley,  deceased 

It  was  from  Elizabeth  Jones  Owen,  who  lives  in  Lime  Springs,  Iowa, 
that  the  obituary  of  John  W.  Jones  was  obtained,  which  answered  many 
questions  that  existed  before  it  was  known  to  exist.  She  also  gave  the 
lead  to  the  grandson  of  Ellis  Jones,  brother  of  the  wife  of  John  W.  Jones. 


h. 
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3  .  Sarah  Jone  s 


Sarah  married  Gersham  Morris  of  another  Welsh  family  that  had  also 
moved  from  Wisconsin  to  Minnesota.  Sarah  and  Gersham  Morris  had  four 
children. 

a.  Will  Morris  married  Mable  Snyder  and  they  have  two  daughters. 

1.  Elizabeth  Morris 

2.  Dorothy  Morris 

b.  Walter  Morris 

c.  Daughter  )  ^ied  during  their  childhood. 

d.  Daughter  ) 

It  was  in  the  home  of  Sarah  that  her  father,  John  W .  ,  died.  On  one  of 
our  trips  to  Minneapolis  we  met  Gersham  and  Sarah  Morris  when  they  were 
visiting  in  the  home  of  their  son,  William.  Will  Morris  acted  as  the  executor 
of  the  estate  of  Jane  Roberts  Jones,  widow  of  John  J.  Jones.  Contacts  have 
been  maintained  with  the  family  over  the  years. 

4.  Miargaret  Jones 

Margaret,  named  after  her  grandmother  Jones  in  Wales,  married  John 
R.  Jones,  Hendref,  who  was  known  as  the  Poet.  Margaret,  like  her  sister 
Elizabeth,  died  after  a  short  married  life. 

5.  William.  Jones 

William  followed  his  brother  John  to  Minneapolis  and  the  business  field. 
He  had  a  wall  paper  and  paint  store  not  far  from  the  store  of  his  brother. 

The  two  families  lived  in  the  same  neighborhood. 

William  married  Mary  Morgan  and  they  had  a  family  of  four  children. 

a.  Cadwell  William  Jones,  married  Martha  Murrell. 

1.  William  Murrell  Jones  Wertz 
Cadwell  married  a  second  time  -  Elsa 

Cadwell  lives  in  Minneapolis,  and  it  was  he  who  signed  an 
affidavit  regarding  the  birth  of  Helen  Jones  Stiefel,  which  was  an 
aid  in  getting  a  passport  for  the  trip  to  Wales  in  1956. 

b.  Gretta  Mary  Jones,  married  John  Ross  (died  8/18/55) 

No  children. 
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c.  John  William  Jones,  married  Mary  Elizabeth  Devine  (died  9/28/50), 

1.  Dorothy  Jones 

2,  John  D.  Jones 

d.  Morgan  Ellsworth  Jones  (deceased),  married  Grace  Harriet  Johnston. 

1.  Betty  Jean  Jones 

2.  Mary  Ann  Jones 

3.  Rosemary  Jones 

Gretta,  John,  and  Morgan  moved  to  California  several  years  ago. 

6.  Elinor  (Nell)  Jones 

Elinor,  better  known  as  Aunt  Nell,  married  Harry  Morris,  a  brother  of 
Gersham  Morris,  who  married  Sarah,  her  older  sister.  Elinor  and  Harry 
Morris  had  children  as  follows: 

a.  Victor,  married  Ella  Long  and  they  had  no  children. 

Victor  married  the  second  time  Helen 

b.  Mose,  married  Elsie  Long,  sister  of  Ella  and  they  had  no  children. 

c.  Rebecca,  died  unmarried. 

d.  Harvey,  married  Inez  Parks  and  they  had  two  children. 

1.  Marilynn  Jane  Morris 

2.  John  Philip  Morris 

e.  Emily,  married  Alfred  Colie  and  they  had  three  children. 

1.  Son,  died  in  infancy 

2.  Elinor  Colie 

3.  Ann  Colle 

The  writer  met  Uncle  Harry  and  Aunt  Nell  Morris  when  he  went  to 
Minneapolis  in  1919  to  marry  Helen  Mary  Jones.  Aunt  Nell  was  a  gracious 
hostess  and  in  true  Welsh  hospitality  served  tea,  which  she  called  "Teabach". 
Emily  is  the  cousin  with  whom  Helen  Stiefel  maintains  closest  relationship, 
as  her  mother  was  very  close  to  Helen's  father,  as  she  kept  house  for  him 
following  the  death  of  his  first  wife.  She  and  her  daughters  have  visited  with 
us  in  Pittsburgh. 
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Helen  Mary  Jones 


Helen  Mary,  the  first  child  of  John  J.  and  Jane  Jones,  was  born  April  4, 
1891.  She  grew  up  in  the  community  of  Minneapolis  around  Franklin  and 
Bloomington  Avenues.  She  attended  the  Adam  elementary  school  near  her 
home  and  South  High,  where  she  graduated  in  the  class  of  1910.  Her  high 
school  associates  were  close  friends  and  better  than  usual  contacts  have  been 
maintained  with  them  over  the  years. 

Following  her  graduation  from  high  school  she  worked  in  a  store  on 
Franklin  Avenue  in  the  Jones  building.  Her  next  employment  was  with  Doctor 
Todd  in  his  clinic  in  downtown  Minneapolis.  During  World  War  I  she  went  to 
Washington,  D.  C.  in  the  Department  of  Education  and  Training. 

While  Helen  Jones  lived  in  Minneapolis,  she  attended  and  was  a  member, 
with  her  family,  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Minneapolis.  She  taught 
a  Sunday  School  class  for  several  years.  Dr.  Bergen  of  First  Church,  who 
married  the  writer  and  Helen  Jones,  was  from  a  New  Jersey  family,  and  some 
of  his  family  married  into  the  Brokaw  family,  whose  history  is  part  of  Part  I 
of  this  record. 

Following  World  War  I,  Helen  Jones  came  to  Pittsburgh  with  Mr.  C.  R. 
Dooley,  with  whom  she  worked  in  Washington,  and  became  an  employe  of 
Westinghouse.  It  was  in  Pittsburgh  that  she  met  Ira  B.  Stiefel,  whom  she 
married  on  September  10,  1919,  her  father's  birthday,  in  her  home  in 
Minneapolis.  Ira  B.  and  Helen  Stiefel  have  two  children  who  are  listed  under 
the  Stiefel  history. 
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Brother  s 
of 

Helen  Mary  Jones 

1 .  F red  Jone s 

Fred,  the  son  of  John  J,  and  Josie  Naylor  Jones,  half-brother  of  Helen 
Mary,  was  born  in  1872.  Following  high  school  he  attended  Baldwin  Academy, 
now  McAlister  College,  which  he  entered  in  1890.  After  completing  two  years, 
he  left  school  and  took  employment.  After  a  short  illness,  he  died  March  29, 
1898.  He  is  buried  with  his  mother  on  the  Naylor  lot  in  Berlin,  Wisconsin. 

2 .  Evan  E,  Jone  s 

Evan  E.  was  born  in  1898  and  died  November  14,  1919.  He  served  for 
a  time  during  World  War  I  in  Battery  D,  151st  Field  Artillery. 

3.  Infant  Son 

A  second  son  was  born  to  John  J.  and  Jane  Jones,  but  as  he  lived  only 
a  few  days,  he  was  never  named. 


Morris  Family 

Since  two  of  the  Morris  men  married  sisters  of  John  J.  Jones,  and  since 
the  families  have  been  closely  associated  over  the  years,  a  short  sketch  of 
the  family  is  being  included  in  this  Jones  history.  Hugh  Morris,  the  father  of 
these  sons,  was  born  in  1807  at  Fach  Wen  Canarvonshire,  N.  Wales.  This  is 
not  far  from  Ffestioniog,  where  John  W.  Jones  was  born.  He  worked  in  the 
slate  quarry  at  Llanberis.  He  married  Ann  Parry,  also  of  North  Wales. 

Hugh  Morris  and  his  family  of  three  small  children  came  to  the  United 
States,  and  their  first  home  was  in  Racine,  Wisconsin.  Later  they  bought  a 
farm  near  Proscaron,  Wisconsin.  They,  like  the  Jones  family,  later  moved 
to  southern  Minnesota.  They  had  nine  children. 

1.  Hugh  H,  Morris  ) 

2.  Elizabeth  Morris  )  born  in  Wales 

3.  Jane  Morris  ) 


-67- 


born  in  Wisconsin 


4.  Gersham  Morris  ) 

5.  Ann  Morris  ) 

6.  Gainor  Morris  ) 

7.  Margaret  Morris  ) 

8.  William  Morris  ) 

9.  Harry  Morris  ) 

1.  Hugh  H.  Morris 


Hugh  H.  Married  a  Mary  Jones  and  moved  to  Minnesota. 

2 .  Jane  Morris 

Jane  married  Evan  R.  Roberts  of  Bangor,  Wisconsin  following 
the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mary  Pierce.  Jane  was  a  cousin  of 
Mary  Pierce,  the  first  wife  of  Evan  R.  Roberts. 

3.  Gersham  Morris 

As  has  been  stated,  Gersham  married  Sarah  Jones,  as  per  the 
Jone s  history. 

4.  Harry  Morris 

Harry  Morris,  as  has  also  been  stated,  married  the  sister  of 
Sarah  Jones,  Elinor  (Nell)  Jones. 

Othe  r  s 

Since  we  are  primarily  interested  in  the  connection  of  the  Morris 
family  with  that  of  the  Jones  and  Roberts  families,  no  further  in¬ 
formation  regarding  the  Morris  family  is  included  in  this  history. 
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Great-Grandfather 
John  W.  Jones 


The  place  and  date  of  birth  of  John  was  covered  in  the  family  history.  At 
the  time  of  his  birth  there  was  little  industry  in  the  area  of  Wales  where  he 
lived  and  he,  like  other  boys,  tended  sheep  on  the  hills  above  the  valley.  As 
he  grew  to  manhood  the  slate  quarry  near  Rhiwbryfdir  was  opened,  following 
which  he  became  a  slate  miner. 

It  can  be  assumed  that  he  was  the  head  of  the  home  for  his  mother  for 
several  years,  as  he  was  36  years  of  age  when  he  married  Elizabeth  Jones, 
daughter  of  Hugh  Jones,  Hafod-y-llyn,  of  near  Maentwrog  on  November  21, 

1838.  In  1848  at  the  age  of  46  years,  he  and  his  wife  and  family  of  four 
children  came  to  the  United  States  and  settled  near  Cambria,  Wisconsin.  His 
wife,  Elizabeth,  died  in  1866  and  is  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Cambria.  Five 
years  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  in  the  year  1871,  the  family  moved  to  Bristol 
Grove,  Minnesota.  He  died  December  2,  1886  at  the  age  of  84  years  in  the 
home  of  his  daughter  Sarah,  Mrs.  Gersham  Morris. 

His  life  is  an  example  of  one  born  in  the  most  humble  of  surroundings 
with  very  little  schooling  or  other  advantages.  However,  through  his  own 
efforts  and  industry  he  lived  an  upright  Christian  life  and  reared  his  family  to 
the  best  of  his  ability,  and  they  became  a  credit  to  him  and  his  wife. 

That  he  had  courage  and  faith  is  evident,  as  both  are  required  for  a  man 
of  46  years  with  a  family  of  four  small  children  to  leave  his  homeland  and  travel 
to  a  new  country  and  take  up  a  new  life.  He  has  been  spoken  of  as  a  kind  and 
friendly  person  and  his  picture  indicates  such  characteristics.  He  and  his 
family  in  their  communities  helped  to  develop  the  United  States,  and  we  can 
surely  say  he  had  a  part  in  determining  "Who  We  Are.  " 

The  following  obituary,  written  by  a  lifelong  friend  and  one  who  came  to 
the  United  States  with  him,  is  interesting  and  contains  much  information  that  was 
useful  in  establishing  facts  regarding  the  family  of  his  wife  Elizabeth. 

"Mr,  John  W.  Jones,  Ty'nllwyn 
Bristol  Grove,  Minnesota 

"The  subject  of  this  obituary  was  born  September  6,  1802,  in 
a  place  named  Llwyngell  near  Rhiwbrifdir,  Blaenau  Ffestioniog,  Wales 
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and  died  in  Bristol  Grove,  Minnesota  December  2,  1886.  He  was  84 
years  and  several  months  old  when  he  died.  His  parents  were  John 
and  Margaret  Jones.  They  moved  from  Llewyn-y-gell  to  Ty'nllwyn, 
Tan-y-grisiau,  and  this  is  where  the  writer  first  remembers  him. 

His  father  died  when  he  was  very  young  and  he  could  remember  very 
little  about  him.  He  was  one  of  five  children.  We  understand  that 
his  mother,  Margaret  Jones,  was  one  of  the  first  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church  in  Bethania,  Blaenau  Ffestioniog,  the  oldest 
Congregational  Church  in  the  community. 

"Few  were  the  inhabitants  of  this  area  in  the  early  days  of  his 
boyhood,  about  80  years  ago,  for  the  place  was  a  corner,  isolated 
from  the  world.  We  remember  him  when  the  site  of  the  large  slate 
quarry,  (Rhiwbrifdir  Welsh  Slate  Quarry)  was  a  sheep  and  cattle 
pasture.  The  religious  advantages  were  few  in  those  early  days,  so 
our  old  brother  received  few  opportunities  in  education  or  religion 
in  his  youth.  In  his  early  life  he  was  a  shepherd  in  the  nearby  moun¬ 
tains  but  when  the  quarries  opened,  he  turned,  as  did  many  of  his 
friends,  to  mining.  He  was  considered  one  of  the  kindest  and  most 
friendly  of  men. 

"On  November  21,  1838  he  married  Elizabeth  the  daughter  of 
Hugh  Jones,  Hafod-y-llyn  near  Maentwrog.  To  this  union  were  born 
seven  children,  three  sons  and  four  daughters:  Hugh  Jones,  a  farmer 
in  this  neighborhood;  John  and  William  Jones,  merchants  in  Minnea¬ 
polis.  Two  of  the  daughters  preceded  him  in  death:  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  John  Thomas  and  Margaret,  wife  of  John  R.  Jones,  the  poet  known 
as  'Hendref.  '  The  other  two  daughters,  Nell,  Mrs.  Harry  Morris 
wife  of  a  Minneapolis  storekeeper,  and  Sarah,  Mrs.  Gersham  Morris 
wife  of  a  farmer  in  this  community  are  still  living.  Neither  John 
Jones  nor  his  wife  professed  religion  when  they  were  married,  but 
they  soon  united  with  the  church  and  for  the  rest  of  their  lives  they  were 
true  and  faithful  members.  His  wife  died  in  1886,  Her  death  was  a 
sad  loss  to  him  and  the  family.  Her  life  was  a  good  testimony  that 
she  possessed  'the  root  of  the  matter',  a  full  religious  life. 

"Late  in  1838  or  during  the  early  part  of  the  next  year  John 
Jones  united  with  the  Calvinistic  Methodists  in  Tan-y-grisiau,  at  a 
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time  when  religious  services  were  prosperous  and  peaceful.  The 
prayer  meetings  were  popular,  and  the  services  were  full  of  spiritual 
strength.  Nearly  every  Sunday  several  names  were  added  to  the  church 
roster.  He  too  shared  abundantly  in  the  spirit  of  this  revival  in 
religious  matters  and  he  soon  became  an  ardent  and  diligent, worker 
for  his  Master. 

"He  received  few  advantages  in  his  early  life  and  when  he 
joined  the  church  he  had  very  little  reading  ability;  however,  he  put 
forth  much  effort  that  he  might  become  a  better  reader.  He  often 
rose  early  in  the  morning  so  that  he  would  have  time  to  read  several 
chapters  of  the  Bible  before  going  to  work  in  the  quarry.  Thus  he 
succeeded  in  becoming  a  fairly  good  reader.  He  was  very  conscien¬ 
tious  in  the  performance  of  his  religious  duties,  and  he  was  generous 
in  sharing  his  worldly  goods  for  the  support  of  the  cause. 

"He  moved  to  America  in  1849.  We  crossed  the  ocean  in  the 
same  boat  and  traveled  together  as  far  as  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 

It  was  a  sad  day  when  we  parted,  he  and  his  family  going  to  Welsh 
Prairie  and  we  to  Blue  Mounds.  We  didn't  see  each  other  again  for 
fifteen  years.  But  when  we  next  saw  him  he  was  faithfully  carrying 
the  'Ark  on  his  shoulders.  '  As  soon  as  he  arrived  in  Welsh  Prairie 
he  began  to  draw  close  to  the  disciples  and  lost  none  of  his  religious 
zeal  in  the  midst  of  troubles  of  settling  in  a  new  country.  He  was 
unusually  attentive  and  constant  in  his  religious  practices  in  the 
family  circle  and  everywhere  else.  He  endeavored  to  rear  his 
family  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord. 

"He  served  as  elder  in  the  Jerusalem  Church,  Welsh  Prairie, 
from  December  1868  to  the  end  of  1871  when  he  left  that  community 
to  live  with  his  children  in  Bristol  Grove,  Minnesota,  where  he  also 
served  as  an  elder  in  the  church  until  illness  and  the  weaknesses  of 
old  age  prevented  him  from  serving  in  that  capacity, 

"F or  a  time,  in  Minnesota,  he  was  very  ill,  but  improved  some¬ 
what  for  a  time  but  never  became  as  well  as  previously;  however, 
complete  recovery  could  not  be  expected  because  of  his  age.  He  was 
a  faithful  attendant  at  all  church  services  until  a  few  weeks  before 
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his  death.  During  the  last  days  of  his  life  he  was  paralyzed  and 
although  he  could  not  express  his  thoughts  we  were  certain  that  to 
him  ’to  die  was  gain.  '  He  died  Thursday  night,  December  2,  1886 
at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Sarah,  Mrs.  Gersham  Morris.  All 
of  his  then  living  children  were  present  at  his  burial  except  Mrs. 
Harry  Morris,  Minneapolis  who  was  unable  to  attend  because  of 
illness.  Services  were  conducted  at  the  home  by  Rev.  John  D. 
Williams  and  at  the  graveside  by  Rev.  R.  Isaac  and  this  writer.  A 
few  Sundays  later  this  writer  preached  a  memorial  sermon  on  the 
test  'I  will  satisfy  him  with  long  life,  and  show  him  my  salvation.  1 
"We  made  note  of  his  death  in  our  last  Quarterly  Meeting  and 
his  passing  from  our  midst  made  us  sad  and  lonesome,  for  he  was  a 
good  and  faithful  brother. 

"We  ministers  shall  miss  his  attentive  listening,  his  warm 
Amens,  his  timely  advice  and  his  earnest  prayers.  It  is  true  that 
he  was  a  servant  of  one  talent  but  he  did  not  hide  it  in  the  ground. 

We  may  say  that  he  did  as  well  as  he  was  able.  He  did  his  best  in 
every  circle,  with  children,  with  the  heedless  and  erring  and  with 
the  poor  and  helpless.  If  any  of  the  flock  should  slip  or  stray  he 
was  careful  to  advise  him  and  bring  him  back  to  the  fold.  He  helped 
the  weak,  encouraged  the  doubting,  and  warned  the  misdoer. 

"He  was  quite  different  from  some  servants  of  ability  and 
education  who  might  be  very  helpful  but  who  do  as  little  as  possible 
and  add  to  confusion  with  their  delays  and  excuses.  Our  old  brother 
of  one  talent  was  not  like  one  of  these  but  according  to  his  ability 
he  was  a  diligent  and  ardent  promoter  of  the  'cause.  ' 

"At  the  time  of  his  departure  we  trust  that  the  Master  of  all 
good  words  greeted  him  with  the  words,  'Well  done,  thou  good  and 
faithful  servant,  thou  hast  been  faithful  over  a  few  things,  I  will 
make  thee  ruler  over  many  things;  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord'. 

Rev.  O.  R.  Morris 
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JONES  FAMILY 


Jone  s  F amily 
Hafod-y-llyn 


Information  regarding  members  of  this  family  was  obtained  several  years 
ago,  but  at  the  time  it  was  assumed  that  the  persons  on  whom  information  was 
secured  were  members  of  the  Jones  Ty'nllwyn  family.  It  finally  became  known 
that  the  wife  of  John  W,  Jones  was  an  Elizabeth  Jones  before  her  marriage. 

This  fact  raised  questions  regarding  the  persons  on  whom  information  had  been 
obtained.  The  conclusion  was  finally  reached  that  the  persons  in  question  were 
of  the  family  of  Elizabeth  Jones,  the  wife  of  John  W. 

All  doubt  was  removed  when  the  obituary  of  John  W.  became  a  matter  of 
knowledge  in  the  summer  of  1955.  It  established  that  his  wife  was  Elizabeth  of 
the  Jones  Hafod-y-llyn  family  of  Tan-y-blwch  near  Maentwrog.  It  also  estab¬ 
lished  the  home  of  John  W.  to  be  at  Tan-y-grisiau.  Their  homes  were  in  the 
same  area  but  several  miles  apart. 

Hadof-y-llyn  means  haven  on  lake,  which  indicated  that  their  home  was 
on  a  lake.  Several  years  ago  Jennie gave  Helen  Jones  Stiefel  a 
picture  of  the  home  of  her  mother  in  Wales.  The  house  was  on  the  shore  of 
Mary's  Lake.  The  picture  was  obtained  by  her  sister  on  a  trip  to  Wales  several 
years  earlier.  On  our  trip  to  Wales  in  1956  we  located  the  lake  and  the  same 
building  that  was  in  the  picture  mentioned.  Based  on  these  additional  facts, 
it  has  been  possible  to  develop  the  history  of  this  family,  and  it  has  become  a 
most  interesting  one.  Some  facts  have  been  assumed  that  appear  logical  to 
complete  the  history  which  may  never  be  completely  verified. 

It  has  been  established  that  during  the  period  following  1800  a  Jones 
family  identified  as  Hafod-y-llyn  lived  in  a  home  on  Mary's  Lake  Tan-y-blwch, 
not  far  from  Maentwrog.  Eight  of  the  children  of  this  family  came  to  the 
United  States.  From  information  obtained  from  Jennie  Roberts  the  father 
visited  some  of  his  children  in  the  United  States  before  his  death. 

The  father,  Hugh  Jones,  was  born  in  the  year  1789  and  died  November 
30,  1859,  age  70  years.  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  born  in  1792,  died  July  8,  1836, 
age  44  years.  These  dates  were  taken  from  the  church  records  in  Maentwrog. 
Elizabeth,  the  wife,  died  two  years  before  Elizabeth,  the  oldest  daughter, 
married  John  W.  Jones. 
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The  history  of  the  family  following  the  marriage  of  Hugh  and  Elizabeth 
was  closely  associated  with  the  Oakley  and  Francis  families,  both  well  known 
in  the  district  at  the  time.  There  is  an  unbroken  line  in  the  Oakley  family  for 
several  hundred  years.  The  home  still  stands  and  overlooks  the  Vale  of 
Ffestioniog  and  the  village  of  Maentwrog.  The  family  were  large  land  owners, 
and  the  flower  garden  near  the  home  has  been  well  known  for  years.  The 
Oakley  Arms  Inn,  an  old  coaching  inn,  and  the  post  office  of  Tan-y-blwch 
face  the  road  leading  from  the  Oakley  home.  The  main  road  in  front  of  the 
Inn  turns  left  and  goes  down  the  Vale  to  the  sea,  and  the  one  in  front  of  the 
Post  Office  Tan-y-blwch  goes  over  the  hill  to  Mary's  Lake. 

The  Oakley  estate  comprises  the  Vale  of  Ffestioniog  at  this  point  and  the 
hills  to  the  West  of  the  Vale  opposite  the  town  of  Maentwrog.  Mary's  Lake  is 
located  in  a  valley  back  of  the  hill  on  which  the  Oakley  home  is  located  and 
was  evidently  a  part  of  the  estate.  According  to  an  old  gentleman  who  visited 
the  Inn  while  we  were  there,  the  site  of  the  Lake  was  once  farm  land  and  the 
lake  was  made  by  the  Oakley  family.  This  information  he  received  from  the 
older  people  when  he  was  a  young  man.  The  home  Hafod-y-llyn  was  located 
on  this  lake  and  evidently  was  on  the  Oakley  estate.  Near  the  home  is  a  small 
stone  chapel  which  evidently  belonged  to  the  Oakley  family  or  was  erected  by 
them  for  the  community.  According  to  information  from  Jane  Roberts,  her 
mother  and  a  sister  attended  a  school  conducted  by  or  sponsored  by  Lady 
Oakley.  The  facts  connect  this  Jones  family  very  closely  to  that  of  the  Oakley's. 
A  son,  William  Edward  Oakley,  was  born  while  the  Jones  family  lived  at 
Hafod-y-llyn,  and  he  is  buried  in  the  church  yard  at  Maentwrog.  He  was 
born  August  1,  1828,  and  died  February  1,  1912.  His  wife,  Mary,  was  born 
May  2,  1830,  and  died  September  13,  1914.  They  were  married  in  the  year 
I860,  William  was  the  same  age  as  the  younger  children  of  the  Jones  family. 

It  evidently  was  his  mother  who  was  interested  in  the  school  mentioned. 
According  to  information  received,  one  of  the  Oakley  family,  evidently  a 
daughter  of  William  and  his  wife  Mary,  who  is  over  90  years  of  age,  still  lives 
in  the  home. 

The  Francis  family  lived  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Vale  of  Ffestioniog 
from  the  Oakley  home.  Members  of  the  family  were  evidently  active  members 
of  the  church  of  Maentwrog,  as  there  is  a  memorial  stained  glass  window  in 
the  present  church  given  in  memory  of  Robert  Francis,  who  died  in  1849,  by 
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two  of  his  sons.  This  is  ten  years  before  the  death  of  Hugh  Jones,  so  Robert 
Francis  and  Hugh  Jones  lived  in  the  same  period. 

The  name  Francis  appears  either  as  the  middle  name  or  initial  of  every 
generation  of  the  descendents  of  Hugh  and  Elizabeth  Jones.  According  to  Jane 
Roberts,  Hugh  Jones,  her  grandfather,  was  known  to  her  as  Hugh  Francis 
Jones,  The  Jones  family,  therefore,  is  in  some  way  connected  with  this 
Francis  family. 

It  was  assumed  that  the  mother  of  Hugh  Jones  was  a  member  of  the 
Francis  family.  The  records  of  the  church  of  Maentwrog  were  checked  for  the 
marriage  of  a  daughter  of  a  Francis  family  to  a  Jones  in  the  years  prior  to 
1789  when  Hugh  Jones  was  born.  No  such  marriage  record  was  found.  How¬ 
ever,  a  record  was  located  of  the  marriage  of  an  Elizabeth  Francis,  who  from 
the  dates,  was  of  the  next  generation  and  evidently  a  sister  of  Robert  Francis, 
in  whose  memory  the  stained  glass  window  was  given.  She  was  of  the  same 
generation  as  Hugh  and  Elizabeth  Jones.  No  record  of  any  other  female  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Francis  family  was  found. 

This  Elizabeth  Francis  married  a  Hugh  Davies,  Due  to  this  name  the 
exact  date  of  the  marriage  was  not  taken  from  the  church  records.  It  has  been 
learned,  however,  that  there  is  a  tradition  in  the  family  that  the  family  name 
was  at  one  time  changed  to  Jones.  Therefore,  a  question  arises--was  the  name 
Francis  or  Davies?  Was  there  a  Hugh  Francis  who  changed  his  name  to  Jones, 
or  did  the  Hugh  Davies  who  married  Elizabeth  Francis  for  some  reason  change 
his  name  to  Jones,  and  who,  after  the  death  of  his  wife  which  occurred  many 
years  before  his  death,  for  identification  purposes  become  known  as  Hugh 
Francis  Jones?  The  second  possibility  appears  the  most  logical  for  the  follow¬ 
ing  reasons.  If  he  -  Hugh  Francis  -  for  some  reason  changed  his  name  to  Jones, 
it  is  not  likely  that  his  descendents  would  carry  the  family  name  of  Francis. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  logical  that  if  the  name  Davies  was  changed  to  Jones, 
the  wife  who  was  Elizabeth  Francis  of  a  prominent  family,  would  be  proud  of 
her  family  name  and  therefore  continued  the  name  through  her  children. 

Whatever  the  facts  may  be  regarding  the  family  name,  Hugh  and  Elizabeth 
Jones  had  a  rather  large  family.  According  to  Jane  Roberts  there  were  eleven 
children,  eight  of  whom  came  to  the  United  States  either  before  or  after  their 
marriage.  The  names  of  the  eight  children  who  came  to  the  United  States  are: 
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1.  Elizabeth  Jones  -  born  1812 

2.  Ellen  Jones  -  born  May  6,  1815 

3.  Margaret  Jones  -  born  1817 

4.  John  F.  Jones  -  born  1819 

5.  Ellis  Jones  -  born  1824 

6.  Winifred  (Gwen)  Jones  -  born  1829 

7.  Anna  Jones 

8.  Richard  Jones 


Elizabeth  Jones 

Elizabeth,  born  in  1812  when  her  mother  was  20  years  of  age,  is  believed 
to  be  the  oldest  of  the  family.  She  married  John  W.  Jones,  Ty’nllwyn  on 
November  21,  1836.  John  W.  and  Elizabeth  had  four  children  when  they  came 
to  the  United  States  and  three  were  born  in  Wisconsin.  Their  children  are 
recorded  under  the  history  of  Jones  Ty'nllwyn. 

Brothers  and  Sisters 
of 

Elizabeth  Jones 
•  -  ■ 

1.  Ellen  Jone  s 

Ellen,  known  as  Nellie,  was  born  May  6,  1815.  She  married  a  Mr.  Pugh  • 
and  according  to  the  best  information  available,  she  and  her  two  sons  arrived 
in  the  United  States  with  her  brother  Ellis.  According  to  tradition,  one  of  this 
Jones  family  died  at  sea  on  the  way  over,  and  it  is  believed  to  have  been  Ellen’s 

husband. 

They  settled  near  Waterville,  New  York.  One  of  the  sons  died  before 
his  mother.  Ellen  died  November  6,  1854,  and  is  buried  in  the  cemetery  in 
Waterville.  At  her  death  her  son  William  became  the  charge  of  her  brother 
Ellis,  and  he  took  him  to  his  sister  Elizabeth  and  her  family  in  Cambria, 

Wisconsin. 

Ellen's  sons  were: 

a.  -  date  of  birth  and  death  unknown 

b.  William  Pugh  -  born  October  31,  1845 

The  grave  of  Ellen  Pugh  has  been  visited  and  the  following  appears  on 
the  stone  marking  her  grave: 
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Ellen  Pugh 
daughter  of 

Hugh  and  Elizabeth  Jones 
of  Maentwrog 
Merionethshire,  N.  Wales 
died  Nov,  6,  1854 
aged  39  years  &  6 
m  onth  s 

William  Pugh  grew  up  in  Wisconsin,  and  at  one  time  following  his  marriage 
he  lived  in  Superior,  Wisconsin.  Helen  Jones  Stiefel  one  time  visited  in  his 
home.  He  was  a  very  close  friend  of  his  cousin  John  J.  Jones  as  no  doubt  they 
grew  up  together  as  boys.  He  for  a  time  served  as  U.  S.  Deputy  Marshal  in 
Superior,  Wisconsin. 

He  retired  to  Cambria,  Wisconsin,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  buried  in  the 
Cambria  Cemetery  a  short  distance  from  his  Aunt  Elizabeth. 

2.  Margaret  Jones 

Margaret,  born  1817,  married  a  Griffith  Williams,  and  when  they  came 
to  the  United  States  they  settled  at  West  Bangor,  Pennsylvania,  a  slate  quarry 
area  near  the  present  town  of  Delta,  Pennsylvania.  It  is  assumed  that  he  was 
a  slate  miner  in  Wales  before  coming  to  the  United  States. 

She  died  April  20,  1875,  age  58,  and  her  husband  died  in  1889,  age  83. 

They  are  buried  in  the  cemetery  near  the  church  near  Delta,  Pennsylvania. 

It  is  of  interest  that  many  of  the  markers  on  the  older  graves  in  this  cemetery 
are  of  slate. 

They  had  one  son: 

a.  Edward  Williams 

Edward,  we  understand,  moved  to  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  is  supposed  to  have  died.  No  record  of  him  has  been  found. 

3.  John  F.  Jone  s 

A  John  F.  Jones  is  buried  alongside  of  Elizabeth  Jones  in  the  Cambria 
Cemetery.  It  is  believed  that  he  is  her  brother  John,  as  it  is  understood  that 
there  was  a  son,  John,  in  the  family  who  came  to  America  and  lived  in 
Wisconsin.  Also,  the  middle  initial  "F"  is  common  in  the  family. 
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The  information  on  his  tombstone  states  that  he  died  March  20,  1866, 
age  49  years,  which  makes  his  date  of  birth  1819--two  years  later  than  Margaret. 

4.  Ellis  Jones 

Ellis  Jones  was  born  in  1824,  and  when  he  first  came  to  America  he  lived 
with  his  sister,  Ellen  Pugh,  at  Waterville,  New  York.  Sometime  after  the 
death  of  his  sister,  as  has  been  stated,  he  went  with  his  nephew  William  Pugh 
to  Cambria,  Wisconsin.  This  information  was  first  received  from  Jane  Roberts 
of  Fair  Haven,  Vermont,  and  has  been  verified. 

Mrs.  Colie,  daughter  of  the  sister  of  John  J.  Jones,  remembers  that 
her  mother  visited  an  Uncle  Ellis  near  Lake  Crystal,  Minnesota.  So  in  the 
summer  of  1955,  while  on  a  visit  to  Minneapolis,  we  drove  to  Lake  Crystal  and 
endeavored  to  locate  his  grave  in  the  cemetery  there.  Later  it  was  learned 
from  Elizabeth  Jones  Owen  of  Lime  Springs,  Iowa,  that  a  David  Francis  Jones, 
a  relative,  lived  somewhere  near  Lake  Crystal.  Later  in  the  year  contact  was 
made  with  this  David  Francis  Jones,  and  it  was  learned  that  he  was  the  grandson 
of  Ellis  Jone  s. 

It  was  learned  from  him  tha.t  Ellis  Jones  moved  from  "Wisconsin  to  the 
Welsh  community  of  Cambria,  Minnesota  with  others  from  Wisconsin.  He 
died  September  23,  1876  and  is  buried  at  Cambria,  Minnesota.  Descendents 
live  in  the  area  between  Lake  Crystal  and  New  Ulm..  David  F.  Jones'  post 
office  address  is  New  Ulm,  about  halfway  between  there  and  Lake  Crystal  near 
the  small  community  of  Cambria.  The  reason  Lake  Crystal  was  remembered 
by  Mrs.  Colle  is  that  it  was  the  railroad  station  used  by  those  coming  from 
Minneapolis. 

How  long  he  lived  in  Wisconsin  before  moving  to  Minnesota  is  not  known. 

It  is  believed  he  was  married  in  Wisconsin,  as  his  first  son  was  born  in  1858. 

His  grandson  has  supplied  us  with  information  regarding  his  descendents. 

Ellis,  born  1824  -  died  September  23,  1876,  and  Ellenor,  born  1832  - 
died  January  19,  1899,  had  the  following  children: 

a.  William  Prichard  Jones  -  born  November  11,  1858  -  died 
October  29,  1939.  William  never  married. 

b.  John  Francis  Jones  -  born  November  5,  1859  -  died  April  25, 

1941  -  married  Ellen  T.  Jones. 
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1.  David  Francis  Jones  -  born  October  12,  1902. 

2.  Ellis  Pritchard  Jones  -  born  October  25,  1904. 

3.  Meredith  John  Jones  -  born  December  31,  1906. 

4.  Laura  M.  Jones  -  born  February  18,  1909. 

5.  Mary  Ellen  Jones  -  born  September  15,  1910. 

6.  Luther  Jones  -  born  December  30,  1913. 

7.  Edwin  Griffith  Jones  -  born  June  22,  1915. 

8.  Owen  Richard  Jones  -  born  March  1,  1918. 

9.  Kenneth  Alvin  Jones  -  born  July  9,  1920. 

10.  Ernest  Jones  -  born  July  25,  1922. 

c.  Laura  A.  Jones  -  born  December  14,  I860  -  died  January  19, 

1915.  Laura  married  Evan  Davis  -  no  children. 

d.  Elizabeth  Jones  -  born  June  27,  1864  -  died  January  13,  1913. 
Elizabeth  married  Enoch  Price  and  they  have  children  as  follows: 

1.  David  Ellis  Price  -  born  August  19,  1896. 

2.  Eleanor  Mary  Price  -  born  December  25,  1898. 

3.  David  Harvey  Price  -  born  August  26,  1900. 

4.  John  Ivon  Price  -  born  October  11,  1905. 

e.  Ellen  M.  Jones  -  born  January  7,  1867  -  died  June  10,  1889. 

Ellen  never  married. 

5.  Winifred  (Gwen)  Jones 

Gwen,  as  she  was  known,  was  born  in  1829,  came  to  the  United  States 
while  single,  and  lived  in  New  York  City.  According  to  her  daughter  (Jane 
Humphrey  Roberts)  she  was  a  dressmaker,  having  learned  her  trade  in  the 
school  of  Lady  Oakley,  Maentwrog,  Wales.  She  met  her  husband,  Evan  D. 
Humphrey,  while  visiting  her  sister  Margaret  in  West  Bangor,  Pennsylvania. 
They  were  married  in  New  York  City  in  1854  and  made  their  first  home  in 
West  Bangor  (Delta)  Pennsylvania.  The  family  later  moved  to  Fair  Haven, 
Vermont. 

V/inifred  and  Evan  D.  had  three  daughters  born  in  West  Bangor, 
a.  Jane  Winifred  Humphrey 

Jane  died  in  infancy  and  is  buried  on  the  lot  of  Griffith  and 
Margaret  Williams  at  Delta,  Pennsylvania,  Her  headstone  marker 
helped  to  locate  the  correct  Williams'  lot  in  the  cemetery. 
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b.  Elizabeth  Humphrey 

Elizabeth  married  a  Mr.  Owens  and  they  lived  in  Fair  Haven, 
Vermont.  Elizabeth  visited  the  home  of  her  mother  in  Wales 
and  secured  the  pictures  mentioned  earlier  in  the  history  of  this 
family.  Elizabeth  had  no  children. 

c.  Jennie  Humphrey 

Jennie,  known  as  Jane,  married  a  Dr.  Roberts  of  Fair  Haven, 
Vermont.  Her  husband  died  at  an  early  age  and  she  was  a  widow 
for  many  years. 

1.  Son  -  died  in  infancy. 

Following  the  death  of  her  husband  she  made  her  home  with  her 
sister,  and  following  Elizabeth's  death  she  took  over  the  home  as 
the  only  heir.  Around  1900  she  visited  her  cousins  in  Minneapolis, 
and  there  are  some  who  remember  her  visit. 

It  was  from  her  that  the  basic  information  regarding  the  Jones 
Hafod-y-llyn  family  was  received  on  one  of  our  visits  to  her  home 
in  Fair  Haven.  On  one  of  these  visits  she  gave  us  the  pictures 
her  sister  brought  back  from  Wales.  On  one  of  our  visits  she 
took  us  to  call  on  a  friend  of  the  family,  Mr.  Ben  Williams  of 
Proctor,  Mr.  Williams  gave  to  John  Stiefel  the  cube 

of  marble  that  is  in  our  home.  Jane  one  wintex'  visited  us  in 
Pittsburgh.  She  died  October  14,  1952,  age  89  years. 

Since  her  death  much  of  the  information  given  us  has  been 
verified  through  contact  with  cemeteries  and  facts  in  the 
obituary  of  John  W.  Jones.  Mr.  Williams  has  furnished  addi¬ 
tional  information  regarding  her  family. 

6.  Anna  Jone  s 

Anna,  who  lived  with  her  sister  Gwen  in  New  York,  married  a  Mr. 

Chichester  and  they  lived  in  Brooklyn.  She  was  known  as  Aunt  "Chi"  by 

Jennie  Roberts.  She  had  one  daughter. 

A.  Daughter  -  name  unknown. 

This  daughter  married  Mr.  Hutchinson. 

1.  Daughter  -  name  unknown. 

This  daughter  married  a  Mr.  Meeker. 
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a.  Emily  Meeker 

b.  Carrie  Meeker 

These  descendents  of  Anna  Jones  live  in  Palo  Alto, 
California.  Emily  Meeker  was  talked  to  on  the  phone  when 
we  were  in  California,  winter  of  1958. 


7.  Richard  Jones 

Nothing  is  known  of  Richard,  except  that  we  learned  from  Jennis  Roberts 
that  he  lived  in  Cambria,  Wisconsin  with  his  brother  Ellis.  His  family,  if  any, 
or  his  burial  place  is  unknown. 
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Great-Grandmother 
Elizabeth  Jones 


Elizabeth  Jones  was  born  in  the  year  1812  at  the  family  home  Hafod-y-llyn 
on  Mary's  Lake  Tan-y-blwch,  North  Wales.  Nothing  is  known  of  her  childhood. 
At  the  age  of  26  years  she  married  John  W.  Jones,  Ty'nllwyn  on  November  21, 
1838,  two  years  following  the  death  of  her  mother.  It  is  assumed  that,  being 
the  oldest  child,  she  had  a  large  part  in  the  training  of  her  brothers  and  sisters, 
and  as  a  result  developed  a  very  strong  character,  which  is  testified  to  by  her 
children.  It  is  shown  in  her  picture  taken  at  a  mature  age. 

Four  children  were  born  before  she  and  her  husband  came  to  the  United 
States.  As  has  been  stated  under  the  Jones  History,  they  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1848.  From  what  is  known  of  her  character  it  can  be  assumed  that 
she  had  a  definite  influence  on  the  decision  of  the  family  to  leave  Wales  and 
come  to  America. 

She  died  at  the  age  of  54  years  in  the  year  1866  and  is  buried  in  Cambria, 
Wisconsin.  Some  of  her  children  married  shortly  after  her  death,  and  the 
father  and  others  moved  to  Minnesota.  Due  to  their  new  home  in  a  pioneering 
country  and  those  who  married  becoming  interested  in  their  own  families, 
very  little  information  has  been  passed  on  by  her  children  regarding  her. 

It  is  known  that  shortly  after  her  marriage  she  and  her  husband  joined 
the  Calvinistic  Methodist  Church  at  Tan-y-grisiau,  and  their  children  were 
raised  in  a  Christian  home.  She  no  doubt  gave  much  of  herself  to  her  family, 
and  the  hardships  of  a  pioneer  life  in  Wisconsin  made  her  a  very  stern 
character.  From  what  we  know  she  was  a  good  helpmate  to  her  husband, 
giving  him  encouragement  and  strength.  She  had  a  part,  without  a  doubt, 
in  forming  the  characters  of  her  children,  and  through  them  had  a  part  in 
determining  "Who  We  Are." 

The  headstone  marking  her  grave  is  of  interest  as  most  of  it  is  in  Welsh. 

Elizabeth 

priod 

J.  W .  Jones 
Bu  Farw 
Tach  3,  1866 
Y  N  Y 

54  AIN  FLWYDPYN 
OI  HOEDRAN 
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Roberts  Family 


Following  the  year  1800  there  also  lived  in  the  North  of  Wales  a  Roberts 
family.  One  of  the  sons,  Evan  Roberts,  had  married  an  Elizabeth  Evans,  In 
what  part  of  North  Wales  they  lived  is  not  known.  In  1851,  three  years  later 
than  when  the  Jones  Ty'nllyn  family  came  to  America,  Evan  and  Elizabeth 
brought  their  family  to  Wisconsin.  For  a  short  time  they  lived  in  the  Welsh 
community  near  Portage.  In  1852  they  moved  farther  west  to  the  Bostwick 
Valley,  Barre  Township,  in  the  community  of  Barre,  eight  miles  east  of  La 
Crosse,  Wisconsin,  At  this  time  this  area  was  wild  frontier  country,  in¬ 
habited  mostly  by  indians. 

In  the  family  were  four  sons: 

1.  Evan  R.  Roberts 

2.  Hugh  Roberts 

3.  Robert  Roberts 

4.  Edward  Roberts 


Evan  R.  Roberts 

Evan  R,  is  the  son  in  whose  lineage  we  are  especially  interested.  Evan 
was  born  in  Wales  on  May  19,  1834,  and  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Wisconsin 
when  he  was  17  years  of  age.  At  the  age  of  24  years  on  May  9,  1858,  he  married 
Mary  Pierce,  the  daughter  of  Richard  Pierce,  another  Welsh  family  who  lived 
in  the  same  community. 

His  wife  Mary  died  October  9,  1869.  Later  he  married  Jane  Morris, 
a  sister  of  Gersham  and  Harry  Morris,  who  married  sisters  of  John  J.  Jones. 

The  details  regarding  these  families  were  covered  in  the  Jones  history.  Jane 
Morris  was  a  cousin  of  Mary  Pierce,  his  first  wife.  Mary  Pierce's  mother 
was  a  sister  of  Hugh  Morris,  Jane's  father. 

Jane,  his  second  wife,  died  January  23,  1886.  Evan  R.  married  the 
third  time  in  April  1890  a  Mrs.  Margaret  E.  Jones,  a  widow  who  had  one  son, 
Vaughn  E.  Jones.  A  daughter  of  the  sister  of  Margaret  Jones  is  married  to 
Mr.  O.  I.  Jones,  a  retired  banker  of  Cambria,  Wisconsin,  It  is  of  interest 
that  Mrs.  Jones  and  Helen  Jones  Stiefel  visited  an  amusement  park  together 
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in  Minneapolis  when  they  were  girls.  This  was  learned  when  we  visited  her 
home  in  Cambria  and  she  asked  about  Helen  Jones  of  Minneapolis. 

Evan  R.  Roberts  had  five  children--three  by  his  first  wife  and  two  by  his 
second  marriage. 

1.  Mary  Roberts 

2.  Jane  Roberts 

3.  Frank  Roberts 

4.  Luther  Jess  Roberts 

5.  Hugh  Ezra  Roberts 

Additional  facts  regarding  Evan  R,  Roberts  will  be  given  later. 


Brother  s 
of 

Evan  R.  Roberts 


1 .  Hugh  Roberts 

Since  Evan  R.  was  17  years  old  when  the  family  came  to  America,  it  can 
be  assumed  that  he  was  also  born  in  Wales.  Hugh  married  a  Margaret  Owens 
and  they  had  one  son.  Following  the  death  of  his  wife,  he  married  Ellen  Davis, 
by  whom  he  had  three  children. 

His  children  are  as  follows: 

a.  Maurice  Roberts 

Maurice  married  Sophia  Brueman  and  they  had  four  children. 

1.  Margaret,  who  married  Otto  Hussa. 

2.  Hugh  W,  ,  who  married  Helen  A.  Le  Tourneux. 

3.  Winifred,  who  married  Fritz  Doak. 

4.  Lillian,  who  married  Arnold  Sprehn. 

b.  Winifred  Roberts 

Winifred  married  a  Mr.  Bodmer. 

c.  Elizabeth  Roberts. 

Elizabeth  married  a  Mr.  Kneen. 

d.  Son,  who  died  in  infancy. 


2 .  Robert  Roberts 

Robert  married  and  he  and  his  wife  had  six  children, 
a.  Elizabeth  Roberts 


-88- 


Elizabeth  married  Joe  Parmenter  and  they  have  two  children: 

1.  Margaret 

2.  Ray 

b.  Margaret  Roberts 

Margaret  married  Dolph  wigley  and  they  have  three  children: 

1.  Robert 

2.  Blaine 

3.  Sarah 

c.  Anne  Roberts 

Anne  married  Thomas  R,  Owens  and  they  have  two  children: 

1.  Dorothy 

2.  Daniel 

d.  Emma  Roberts 

Emma  married  Charlie  Snow. 

e.  Edward  Roberts 

f.  Hugh  Roberts 

Hugh  married  Margaret  Williams  and  they  have  two  children: 

1.  Son  ) 

2.  Daughter  )  Names  anc*  home  unknown. 

3.  Edward  Roberts 

Edward,  the  fourth  son  of  Evan  and  Elizabeth  Roberts,  served  in  the 
Civil  War  and  was  killed  in  action. 

Jane  Roberts 

Jane  Roberts,  second  daughter  of  Evan  R.  and  Mary  Pierce  Roberts, 
was  born  May  21,  1865  at  Bangor,  Wisconsin,  She  grew  to  womanhood  in 
Bangor  and  following  the  death  of  her  father's  second  wife  she  took  over  the 
responsibilities  of  the  home.  Jane  studied  music  and  was  the  organist  of  one 
of  the  Bangor  churches.  On  August  7,  1889  she  married  John  J.  Jones  of 
Minneapolis,  a  brother  of  the  wives  of  two  of  her  foster  mother's  brothers. 
She  died  in  Minneapolis  on  November  8,  1928  and  is  buried  with  her  husband 
and  sons  in  the  Lakewood  Cemetery,  Minneapolis.  Her  children  are  listed 
under  the  history  of  the  Jones  family. 
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Brothers  and  Sisters 
of 

Jane  Roberts  Jones 


1 .  Mary  Roberts 

Mary  married  Edward  Hughes  of  LaCrosse  and  they  had  two  daughters. 

a.  Lillian  Hughe  s 

Lillian  married  Doctor  Austin  Olmstead  and  they  made  their 
home  in  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin.  We  have  visited  in  their  home 
in  Green  Bay,  and  they  once  visited  Pittsburgh  on  a  trip  to 
Florida.  They  have  three  children. 

1.  Lillian  Olmstead 

2.  Jane  Olmstead 

3.  Robert  Olmstead.  Robert  was  killed  in  action,  World  War  II. 

b.  Edna  Hughes 

Edna  married  Frank  Aiken  and  they  lived  in  LaCrosse.  They 
were  visited  in  their  home  many  years  ago  on  a  trip  to  Wisconsin. 

Both  Edna  and  her  husband  have  been  dead  for  many  years.  They 
had  one  son. 

1.  Robert  L.  Aiken 

2 .  F rank  Roberts 

Frank  married  Sarah  Jones  and  following  their  marriage  they  lived  on  a 
farm  not  far  from  Bangor.  Helen  Jones  Stiefel  visited  this  farm  many  times 
when  she  was  a  girl.  As  she  lived  in  the  city,  the  calves,  pigs,  and  other 
farm  animals  were  enjoyed.  She  tells  of  many  instances  that  occurred,  one  of 
which  is  that  of  feeding  a  calf  too  much  food.  Frank,  after  his  retirement 
from  the  farm,  operated  various  types  of  farm  harvesting  equipment.  They 
had  three  daughters. 

a,  Edna  Roberts 

Edna  was  a  school  teacher  and  lived  for  many  years  in  Butte, 
Montana,  where  she  died. 

b.  Blodwin  Roberts 

Blodwin  married  Arthur  Buchanan,  and  for  many  years  they 
made  their  home  in  Elmhurst,  Illinois.  Both  are  now  dead.  They 
had  one  son. 

1.  Bruce  Buchanan 
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c.  Florence  Roberts 

Florence  died  in  her  youth. 

3.  Luther  Jess  Roberts 

Luther  Jess,  known  as  Jess,  married  Grace  Ayers.  He  was  both  a 
farmer  and  a  businessman,  and  inherited  the  business  capabilities  of  his  father. 
Asa  result,  when  he  died  he  left  a  large  estate.  Since  his  death  his  widow  has 
lived  in  LaCrosse.  She  has  visited  in  Pittsburgh,  and  we  have  visited  in  the 
home  in  LaCrosse,  as  well  as  in  Bangor,  They  have  two  children. 

a.  Irene  Roberts 

Irene  married  Clarence  Meinking.  She  has  been  a  widow  for 
many  years  and  lives  in  Bangor.  They  have  two  children. 

1.  Ann  Meinking 

2.  Robert  Meinking 

b.  Erving  Roberts 

Erving  married  Pearl  Hintgen,  Erving  operates  a  farm,  and 
the  family  lives  in  the  former  home  of  his  father  and  mother  in 
Bangor.  They  have  two  daughters. 

1.  Elizabeth  Ann  Roberts 

2.  Mary  Grace  Roberts 


4.  Ezra  Roberts 

Ezra,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  grew  to  manhood  but  was  never  married, 
dying  at  the  approximate  age  of  21  years. 
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G  r  e  at  -  G  r  andf  athe  r 
Evan  R.  Roberts 


Evan  R.  Roberts,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  LaCrosse,  Wisconsin  area, 
was  born  in  North  Wales  May  19,  1834,  the  son  of  Evan  and  Elizabeth  Roberts, 

He  came  to  America  with  his  parents  in  1851,  Asa  youth  he  worked  on  his 
father's  farm,  but  when  he  reached  manhood,  he  went  to  LaCrosse  for  a  couple 
of  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  the  farm  and  was  married.  In  addition  to 
farming,  he  enjoyed  business  activities,  an  interest  in  which,  no  doubt,  was 
created  to  an  extent  by  his  activities  in  LaCrosse  as  a  young  man.  His  business 
activities  finally  took  all  of  his  time. 

He  grew  with  the  community  in  which  he  lived  and  made  the  best  of  the 
opportunities  of  an  expanding  America.  His  initiative  and  apparent  love  of 
adventure  took  him  into  many  activities  and  positions  of  responsibility. 

These  experiences  made  him  a  very  forceful  character,  very  outspoken, 
which  characteristics  are  verified  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  a  very  un¬ 
usual  character,  and  no  doubt  had  a  part  in  determining  the  character  of  members 
of  his  family. 

The  following  reprint  from  the  Biographical  History  of  LaCrosse  of  1892 
covers  his  life  and  activities  to  that  date. 

"Evan  R.  Roberts 

"(Biographical  History  of  La  Crosse  County  -  1892) 

"Evan  R.  Roberts,  a  dealer  in  grain,  lumber,  building  material, 
machinery,  real  estate  and  livestock,  and  also  proprietor  of  a 
grain  elevator,  Bangor,  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  La  Crosse 
County.  He  was  born  in  North  Wales,  May  19th,  1834,  a  son  of 
Evan  Roberts,  deceased,  a  native  of  the  same  country.  The 
father  brought  his  family  to  the  United  States  in  1851,  settling 
near  Portage,  Columbus  County,  Wisconsin,  after  which  in  1852, 
he  came  to  Bostwick  Valley,  this  county,  in  what  is  now  Barry 
Township,  eight  miles  east  of  La  Crosse.  It  was  then  wild  and 
inhabited  mostly  by  Indians  and  wild  animals. 

"Evan  R.  ,  our  subject,  went  to  La  Crosse  in  1856  and  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  freighting  until  1858,  when  he  returned  and  rented  the 
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homestead  two  years,  after  which  he  bought  a  farm  in  Bostwick 
Valley  and  remained  there  twelve  years.  He  then  came  to  Bangor, 
and  the  second  year  here,  he  bought  the  Bangor  flouring  mill 
which  he  operated  three  or  four  years,  and  during  this  time,  he 
established  a  lumber  yard  and  built  elevators.  He  began  dealing 
in  stock  about  ten  years  ago,  and  now  does  a  large  business. 

He  has  held  the  office  of  Constable,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  was 
Chairman  of  the  Board  many  years,  also  Chairman  of  the  County 
Board  one  year,  has  been  a  member  of  the  school  board  for  the 
past  fifteen  years,  and  is  now  serving  his  sixth  year  as  director 
of  the  board  of  which  he  was  also  treasurer  several  years.  Mr, 
Roberts  was  married  May  9th,  1858,  to  Mary  Pierce,  a  daughter 
of  Richard  Pierce,  deceased.  They  had  three  children--Mary, 
Jane,  and  Frank.  The  mother  died  October  9th,  1869,  after 
which,  February  23rd,  1871,  the  father  married  Jane  Morris, 
and  they  had  two  children:  Hugh  Ezra  and  Luther  Jesse.  Mrs. 
Roberts  died  January  23rd,  1886  and  the  father  was  again  married 
in  April,  1890  to  Mrs.  Maggie  E.  Jones,  She  had  one  son  Vaughn 
E.  by  a  previous  marriage.  " 
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ROBERTS  FAMILY 


Pierce  Family 


vj e  know  nothing  of  the  Pierce  family  in  Wales  other  than  that  they  had  a 
son,  Richard.  W e  can  assume  that  their  home  was  near  that  of  the  Morris 
family  at  Fach  Wen  Canarvon,  since  Richard  married  Ellen  Morris,  a  sister 
of  Hugh  Morris.  Richard  and  his  wife  Ellen  and  four  children  came  to  the 
United  States  on  a  sailing  vessel,  and  according  to  information  passed  on  to 
their  descendents,  the  trip  took  six  weeks.  Their  children  were  cousins  of  the 
children  of  Hugh  Morris.  The  Morris  family  was  covered  in  the  history  of  the 

Jone  s  family. 

Richard  and  his  wife  acquired  a  tract  of  land  from  the  United  States 
Government  in  the  Bostwick  Valley  of  Wisconsin.  This  is  the  same  community 
in  which  Evan  Roberts  and  his  family  settled.  They  built  on  their  land  a  log 
home  which  they  called  Bethel.  It  is  understood  that  there  is  a  place  named 
Bethel  near  Fach  Wen  and  Llandberis  in  Wales,  and  it  may  be  that  the  Pierce 
family  lived  at  Bethel  and  that  is  the  reason  for  naming  their  first  home  in  the 
United  States  Bethel.  One  of  their  grand-daughters  has  a  painting  of  this 
cabin  in  her  home.  Being  a  religious  family,  members  of  the  family  state 
that  prayer  meetings  were  often  held  in  their  home. 

Other  children  were  born  in  this  country,  and  the  family  finally  con¬ 
sisted  of  nine  children  as  follows: 

1.  Mary  Pierce 

2.  Ellen  Pierce 

3.  Jane  Pierce 

4.  Hugh  F.  Pierce 

5.  Margaret  Pierce 

6.  Hugh  Pierce 

7.  Anna  Pierce 

8.  John  Morris  Pierce 

9.  William  Richard  Pierce 

Mary  Pierce 

Mary,  the  oldest  daughter,  in  whose  lineage  we  are  interested,  married 
Evan  R.  Roberts  on  May  9,  1858.  The  children  of  Mary  Pierce  Roberts  were 
covered  in  the  Roberts  section,  and  what  little  information  that  is  available 
regarding  her  as  an  individual  is  given  later. 
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Brothers  and  Sisters 
of 

_ Mary  Pierce 

1 .  Ellen  Pierce 

.iMlen,  the  second  daughter,  named  after  her  mother,  married  a  Mr. 
Williams  and  they  made  their  home  in  Adams  Valley  near  Bangor,  Wisconsin. 
This  is  the  home  most  frequently  visited  by  the  daughter  of  her  sister  Mary  and 
her  children.  From  all  reports  it  was  an  interesting  home  to  visit.  The  meals 
served  in  this  home  have  become  a  part  of  the  memories  in  the  lives  of  those 
who  visited  there. 

The  children  of  this  home  were  as  follows: 

a.  Nell  Williams 

b.  Edward  Jess  Williams 

c .  W  all  a  c  e  W illi  am  s 

d.  Margaret  (Gret)  Williams 

e.  Mary  (Toot)  Williams 

f .  A  nna  W illi  am  s 

g.  Elizabeth  Edna  (Bezzer)  Williams 

a.  Nell  Williams 

Nell  married  a  Mr,  Moss  and  "Ihey  have  two  children- -Marie  and 
Wendel.  Where  these  descendents  live  is  not  known  to  the  writer  of 
this  history. 

b.  Edward  Jess  Williams 

Edward  Jess  became  a  well-known  representative  of  the  United 
States  Government.  He  was  head  of  the  Auditing  and  Disbursing 
Department  of  the  Isthmian  Canal  Commission  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Panama  Canal  Zone,  during  the  building  of  the  Panama  Canal,  He 
has  children  but  details  regarding  them  are  unknown. 

c.  Wallace  Williams 

Wallace  married  and  has  children,  but  as  in  the  case  of 
Edward  Jess,  where  they  live  is  not  known. 

d.  Margaret  Williams 

Margaret,  known  as  "Gret"  to  the  family,  married  a  Mr.  Breese. 
She  has  been  a  widow  for  many  years  and  lives  in  Milwaukee  in  the 
home  built  for  her  by  her  husband  shortly  after  their  marriage. 
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They  had  no  children.  We  visited  in  her  home  during  our  trip 
through  the  middle  west  during  the  summer  of  1955.  It  is  she  who 
has  in  her  home  the  painting  of  her  grandparents'  home  called 
"Bethel.  " 

e.  Mary  Williams 

Mary,  known  as  "Toot",  married  a  Mr.  Hooker  and  for  years  they 
made  their  home  in  Wassau,  Wisconsin.  They  have  two  children. 

1,  John  Hooker 

2.  Ellen  Hooker 

John  is  a  doctor  in  Danville,  Virginia,  and  the  daughter 
Ellen  is  married  and  lives  in  California.  They  both  have  two 
children, 

f.  Anna  Williams 

Anna  married  a  Mr.  Thompson.  Many  years  ago  they  moved  to 
Sarasota,  Florida  where  he  became  active  in  community  affairs. 

Anna,  a  widow,  still  lives  in  Sarasota,  They  had  no  children. 

g.  Elizabeth  Edna  Williams 

Elizabeth,  known  as  "Bezzer",  died  at  the  age  of  18  years. 

2.  Jane  Pierce 

Jane  Pierce  married  a  Mr.  Simonton  and  they  have  one  son,  A1  Simonton. 

3.  Hugh  F.  Pierce 

Hugh  F.  married,  but  the  name  of  his  wife  is  not  known.  They  had 
no  children. 

4.  Margaret  Pierce 

Margaret  also  married  a  Mr.  Williams,  and  they  had  four  children  as 
follow  s: 

a.  Pierce  Williams 

b.  Hope  Williams 

c.  Anna  Williams 

d.  Lydia  Williams 
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a. 


Pierce  Williams 


The  son  of  this  family,  Pierce,  has  no  children.  The  location 
of  his  home  is  not  known. 

b.  Hope  Williams 

Hope  married  a  Mr.  Mulford  and  they  lived  in  California.  They 
had  no  children. 

c.  Anna  Williams 

Anna  married  a  Mr.  Hendrickson  and  they  live  in  Seattle.  They 
have  four  children. 

1.  Eleanor  Hendrickson 

2.  Margaret  Hendrickson 

3.  Robert  Hendrickson 

4.  John  Hendrickson 

The  four  children  are  married  and  have  families  and  live  in 
the  Seattle  area.  Anna  and  her  husband  were  visited  in  January, 
1958,  on  our  way  back  from  our  trip  to  Hawaii.  Much  of  the 
information  regarding  the  Pierce  family  was  obtained  from  Anna. 

d.  Lydia  Williams 

Lydia  married  a  Mr.  Norton  and  they  have  a  son,  Richard,  who  has 
a  family.  Lydia  lives  in  Los  Angeles  and  we  visited  with  her  on  our 
trip  to  Hawaii. 

5.  Hugh  Pierce 

Hugh  died  in  infancy. 

6.  Anna  Pierce 

Anna  married  a  Mr.  Buttles.  They  had  no  children  and  retired  to  California. 
7  .  John  Morris  Pierce 

John  is  the  son  who  had  his  mother's  family  name  of  Morris.  He  is 
married  but  has  no  children. 

8.  William  Richard  Pierce 

William  has  his  father's  name  as  his  middle  name.  He  married  and  has 
three  children  as  follows: 

a.  Gwilym  Pierce  b.  Marie  Pierce  c.  Gordon  Pierce 

These  children  are  married,  and  there  are  several  grand-children. 
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Great-Grandmother 
Mary  Pierce  Roberts 


Mary  Pierce  was  born  in  Wales  where  she  spent  the  early  years  of  her 
childhood.  The  Pierce  and  Roberts  families  lived  in  the  same  community  of 
Welsh  settlers  in  the  Bostwick  Valley,  Barre,  Wisconsin.  Mary  and  her  future 
husband  grew  up  together  in  this  community.  Following  her  marriage  she 
became  the  usual  farmer's  wife  of  an  early  pioneer  American  family.  She 
died  at  an  early  age  after  being  married  eleven  years,  leaving  three  small 
children. 

It  is  regretted  that  so  little  is  known  of  Mary  as  an  individual.  Her  in¬ 
fluence  on  "Who  We  Are"  is  primarily  one  of  inheritance.  There  is  no  doubt 
but  the  characteristics  of  the  Pierce  family,  which  are  found  in  the  descendents 
of  her  sisters,  were  passed  on  to  her  children.  We  know  they  all  were  reared 
in  a  religious  home,  and  they  were  all  seekers  after  knowledge  far  beyond  what 
was  usually  expected  for  their  day  and  conditions. 
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Summary 


The  eight  families  comprising  this  history,  although  they  had  some  things 
in  common,  had  many  factors  which  were  quite  different.  Some  conditions  were 
unusual  and  they  have  left  their  mark  on  the  characteristics  of  the  different 
individuals  of  these  families  and  are  reflected  in  their  descendents.  In  sum¬ 
mation,  the  families  and  the  eight  great-grandparents  will  be  briefly  reviewed. 

The  generations  before  the  ones  from  which  the  individuals  came  to  the 
United  States  lived  through  one  of  the  darkest  periods  of  European  history- - 
periods  of  conflict  between  groups,  oppression  of  the  people  by  the  governments, 
and  privation  due  to  limited  resources.  From  such  a  background  one  or  more 
of  these  eight  families  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  a  new  land  seeking  freedom  from 
these  conditions  and  a  brighter  outlook  for  their  families.  They  endured  many 
hardships  as  a  result  of  their  decision;  finally,  however,  their  ambition  was 
realized.  They  settled  in  different  parts  of  this  country,  and  finally  two  descen¬ 
dents  of  these  eight  families,  the  parents  of  those  for  whom  this  history  is 
written,  met  in  Pittsburgh  in  the  year  1919. 

The  one  trait  that  was  common  among  the  individuals  who  came  to  America 
was  courage.  It  took  a  lot  of  courage  to  leave  their  homes  and  families  and 
journey  to  a  far  land  by  primitive  transportation  and  never,  in  most  cases,  to 
see  their  homes  and  relatives  again.  There  must  have  been  a  driving  desire 
to  escape  from  something,  or  perhaps  in  some  cases  it  may  have  been  only  a 
spirit  of  adventure. 

Two  of  these  families  were  German  Lutherans,  and  it  has  been  said  of 
this  group  that  they  reflect  the  heritage  from  the  founder  of  their  church  such 
as  strong  family  ties,  literacy,  honesty,  and  faithful  church  attendance.  They 
responded  little  to  spellbinders,  minded  their  own  business,  resisted  fads 
and  innovations,  and  tended  to  be  independent,  chiefly  interested  in  their  own 
affairs  and  believed  in  the  dignity  of  hard  work. 

Another  family  were  French  Huguenots  and  had  that  courage  of  their  con¬ 
victions  which  caused  them  to  leave  France  rather  than  change  their  belief. 

Four  were  of  the  Welsh  Protestant  faith  and  brought  their  enthusiastic  religion 
with  them.  The  eighth  family  was  also  Protestant,  and  the  member  whose  life 
we  have  recorded  lived  in  the  home  of  a  Presbyterian  minister  at  the  time  of 
her  marriage. 
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of  those  who  came  had  a  trade  while  others  only  had  a  willingness 
to  work.  Those  with  a  trade,  in  those  days,  were  fortunate  as  they  had 
acquired  a  degree  of  learning  above  the  average.  Even  those  who  had  a 
trade  settled  on  the  land  in  the  new  country  and  became  a  part  of  the  agri¬ 
cultural  United  States,  and  the  land  gave  them  their  opportunity. 

Although  many  years  have  passed  since  these  persons  lived,  and  to  many 
they  are  only  a  name,  it  will  be  interesting  to  take  a  look  at  the  four  great¬ 
grandfathers  of  John  and  Carol  Stiefel  and  note  some  of  their  characteristics, 

Godfrey  Stiefel,  regardless  of  what  his  home  life  in  Germany  may  have 
been,  arrived  in  Illinois  with  practically  nothing  but  his  trade  and  his  black¬ 
smith's  forge  on  an  ox-cart.  He,  however,  was  friendly,  accommodating,  and 
industrious.  With  these  three  characteristics  he  was  able  to  slowly  establish 
himself  in  the  community  he  had  selected  as  his  permanent  home. 

Daniel  Brokaw  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  an  established  farm  home  in 
the  prosperous  state  of  New  Jersey.  He  had  learned  the  cabinet  maker's  trade, 
and  in  addition  he  was  a  seeker  of  knowledge  and  information.  Perhaps  unable 
to  find  satisfaction  in  his  home  community  for  these  desires,  he  decided  to 
seek  knowledge  of  the  unknown  and  the  new  in  the  pioneer  state  of  Illinois.  In 
his  later  years  this  thirst  for  knowledge  led  him  into  the  scientific  field  as 
a  hobby, 

Evan  Roberts  grew  to  manhood  in  a  pioneer  home  that  was  fairly  well 
established  when  he  became  of  age.  He  was  fortunate  enough  to  live  near 
the  thriving  young  town  of  LaCrosse,  Wisconsin.  Leaving  the  farm  for  this 
growing  young  city,  he  had  an  opportunity  to  acquire  the  fundamentals  of 
business  with  farming  and  became  efficient  at  both,  developing  into  an  un¬ 
usually  forceful  character  in  his  community. 

John  W.  Jones,  evidently  of  a  poor  family  with  little  opportunity  for 
learning,  watched  sheep  as  a  boy  on  the  hills  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Vale  of 
Ffestioniog.  When  his  father  died  at  an  early  age,  he  took  over  his  share  of 
the  responsibility  of  the  family,  and  when  old  enough  worked  in  the  slate 
quarries.  Due  to  few  advantages,  he  reached  manhood  with  little  reading 
abiLty,  but  when  he  became  interested  in  the  church  after  his  marriage,  he 
improved  his  reading  ability  by  a  diligent  study  of  the  Bible.  His  life  in  the 
United  States,  immediately  after  his  arrival,  was  a  continuation  of  the 

struggle  he  endured  in  Wales.  He  was  remembered  as  being  kind  and  friendly, 
with  many  friends. 
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In  these  four  persons  we  find  many  worthwhile  characteristics  such  as 
the  desire  for  accomplishment,  an  appreciation  of  physical  laws,  love  of 
nature  and  people,  and  business  insi ght- -indeed  a  wonderful  combination. 

Likewise  the  four  great-grandmothers  have  passed  on  a  rich  heritage. 

Talitha  Scherer  was  from  a  family  of  Bible  students  and  teachers.  The 
number  of  members  of  this  family  who  became  ministers  since  coming  to  the 
United  States  has  been  unusually  high.  Members  of  the  family  had  the  ability 
to  write  in  an  interesting  manner,  and  their  letters  to  friends  and  relatives 
were  filled  with  news. 

Caroline  Turner  was  from  a  family  with  an  appreciation  for  color  and 
things  artistic.  One  of  the  great  artists  of  England  was  a  Turner  and  may 
have  been  a  member  of  this  English  family.  Her  brother's  son,  Ross  Sterling 
Turner,  became  a  well-known  American  artist  and  was  an  expert  in  color. 

Elizabeth  Jones,  we  learn  from  those  who  knew  her,  was  a  person  of 
strong  character  with  a  determined  will  and  was  very  independent.  This  must 
have  been  a  family  trait,  as  the  members  of  her  family  who  came  to  America 
went  their  different  ways  and  settled  in  different  parts  of  the  United  States. 

Mary  Pierce  came  from  a  family  that  was  interested  in  knowledge,  as 
many  descendents  of  this  family  secured  education  far  beyond  what  was  usual 
for  their  day.  Many  of  the  girls  from  this  family  became  school  teachers. 

These  four  women  were  all  strong  pioneer  women  of  strong  religious 
faith  and  gave  a  stability  to  the  male  members  of  their  families.  They  passed 
on  many  worthwhile  characteristics  to  their  descendents. 

John  and  Carol  Stiefel  can  well  be  proud  of  these  eight  great-grandparents, 
who  have  given  them  a  wonderful  heritage.  They  never  knew  them  but  each  had 
a  part  in  determining  "Who  They  Are". 
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